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That while a Sinner is alive to the Law, as a 
Covenant, he cannot live to God in the Per- 
Feds. formance of Duty: And, that the moral Law 
is immutable in its Nature, and of perpetual _Þ} 
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LITTLE PRESCOT- SE ER 
SO ODPMAN -s FIELDS, Loxpox. \. 
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BELOVED IN THE LORD, 


2p T OU have alrrady 4 Now! 5 


the pulpit, the ſubſtancr of the 
following Eſſay. At your re- 


52605 it is rio made public. As 70 the 
_ ſubject; it is highly intereſting. As 
to the exetution 'of itʒ yon; and my 
readlers in general, mut judge: This, 

however, I may venture to arms 

That to know, experimentally, L | 
pital truths contained in the following 


a 2 1 


Ca- 


. 
e - — 
* 4 4 « a4 — * 


iv DEDICATION. 
mk is to be truly wile : and 0 live 

under their ſacred influence, enjoying 

the conſolations ariſing from them, is 


2 1 ſubſtantially happy. 


_ 4 truſt you will ever efteem it your 


22 duty and ineſtimable bleſſ- 


ing, io bold faſt the form of ſound 
6c worde, and to maintain ( the truth, 
ee as.it is in Feſus.” That fo, while 
fome profe efjors of evangelical doctrine 
are verging towards Arminian legality, 
and others towards Antinomian licen- 


riouſneſs, it may be your happineſs to 


Be preſerved from thoſe wide and fatal 


extremes. Co preſerved, that while 
you freadily aſſert the honours of grace, 
in the ſalvation of rhe guilty 5 you may 


v negleft the important intereſts of 


bolingſs. That while you delight in the 
» Goſpel, as the word of ſalvation and 

#he food of your ſouls; you may re- 
 , were the Law, as a tranſcript of your 
Matters will, and the rule os your. 
5 e to him. 


s Tos 


J 
, 
„ 


— 


DEDICATION. 0 


Don will do well to remember, that 
the true honour and real excellence of 
a vifible church conſiſt not in the num- 
ber or affiuence of her members; not 
in any thing which may dazzle the eye 
ober command the reſpett of the ſuper- 
Fcial obſerver --- but, in her cordial 
| adherence 20 the truths of the goſpel 
and the ordinances of Chriſt, in their 
primitive purity; in the exerciſe of 
mutual fervent love among her mem- 
bers; and in à holy, heavenly, uſeful 
chnoer ſation. Theſe conſtitute the prin- 
cipal glory of a viſible church. In pro- 
portion as theſe abound, the Redeemer 
r are edified. 
In proportion as theſe abate, the glory 
departs and the ma. of 7. 
decline. : 


That you may have a growing ac- 
quaintance with divine truth in all its 
branches, and an increaſing affeftion 
one to another, for the truth's ſake;” 
that the li Ve, and an, and cmd 


femplicaty 


ti DEDICATION. 
1 mplicity of primitive chriflianity, may 


ine conſpicuous in your worſhip and 


conduct; that faith may abound 111 
your * and the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs adorn your whole corver/ation ; ; 


is. the | PE Aucere . re and earneſt prayer, 


5 
La our afeimate friend, 


| ond willing ſens; 


in che ae of 0: our common 2 


4A BOOTH, 


Kelle Whitechapel Road, 
July I8, 1770. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


GAL. II. 19. 


FOR I THROUGH THE LAW AM DEAD 
TO THE LAW, THAT I MIGHT LIVE 
 UNTO GOD. | 


| lowing Efſay, being part of 
that epiſtle which Paul wrote to the 
Galatian churches ; it may not be im- 

proper, by way of introduction, to 
obſerve; That in the epiſtle to thoſe 
churches, we have an ancient piece of 
ſacred controverſy. And the truth vin- 
dicated in it, is intereſting to the laſt 


HE words which contain the 


degree. For the great queſtion here 


debated, is, in the words of Fob; How 


ſhall man be juſt with God *? In the 

management of which controverſy the 
* Job ix. 24 "- | 
A great 


important ſubje&t of the fol- 


* 2 * 
* 4 * 


IF 
ö 

1 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 
great apoſtle. proceeds, under. the con- 
duct of the unerring Spirit, with all 
the fire of godly zeal +; with all the 

affection of the tender parent ꝓ; with 
all the -eekneſs of heavenly wiſdom || ; 
and (I will not ſay, with all the accu- 
racy of logical diſputation, but, what 
is infinitely ſuperior) with all the pre- 
ci an of divine truth. 

Paul was an indefatigable labourer 
in the vineyard of Chriſt, and a ſuc- 
. ceſsful preacher of the everlaſting golf 
pel. He was abundantly uſeful in the 

execution of his apoſtolic office, in F 
turning multitudes of ſinners from dark- 
- neſs to light, and from the. power of jatan 

70 Gd. Vet, after all his unwearied 
labours, and all his unparalleled ſucceſs, 
he did not arrogate to himſelf the leaſt 
ſhare of the honour. His language is; 
Mot I, but the grace of God which was 
with me. Nor was he backward to 


acknowledge, after all the ſufferings he 
had ſuſtained, and all the works he had 


. 1. þ Ghap. iv. 19. Jam. lll, 13. 
893 „ per- 


=y I 


1 


ö U 


INTRODUCTION, 3 
performed, for the ſake of his divine 
Maſter ; that, as a /aint, he was /e/s 


than the leaſt ; as a finner, he was the 


firſt and the chief F — Perfectly ſen- 
ſible that he was utterly unworthy in 
the fight of his Maker, and that the 


hope of his ſoul had no ſupport but 


| ſovereign grace, as revealed in Jeſus ; 


being wall acquainted with the infinite 
purity of a righteous God, and the 
ſublime demands of his holy law ; he 
could accede to no terms, he con 
acquieſce in no doctrine, which did 
not provide, as well for the honour of 
divine juſtice, as the ſafety of the guilty 
ſoul : which did not maintain the rige 
of an holy law, and diſplay the riches 
of unbounded grace. Such was the 
faith he poſſeſſed, and ſuch was the 
doctrine he preached. 


Theſe truths were diſpenſed by him 


among the Galatians, and with a con- 
ſiderable degree of ſucceſs. Sinners 
were converted, and churches formed 


| S Eph. iii, 8. 1 Tim. i. 13. | 
25 AS in 


4 INTRODUCTION. 


in Galatia, by the inftrumentality of 


this excellent man. For a time, they 
lived in mutual peace, and regarded 


the doctrine which Paul had taught, 
as of heavenly origin. They rejoiced 


in hope ; they ran well *, and ſeemed 


to bid fair for obtaining the prize, 
Such were their happy circumſtances, 


for ſome time after they received the 


Gol] pel. 


But, alas, how ſoon the face of things 


was altered +! How ſoon, as to many 
of them, were their views of the grace 


of God, and their juſtification before 


him, darkened For fatan, that arch- 


enemy of God and man; fatan, : that 


Alacable foe to human happineſs, 
quickly began to ſow the ſeeds of de- 
ſtructive error, and, to raiſe up inftru- 
ments to propagate a perverted Goſpel. 


He transformed himſelf into an angel x 


bt, and pleaded the neceſſity of obe- 
dience to the law, in order to accept- 


ance with God. Thus were TE de- 
* Gal. v. 7. Gal. i. 6 


* 


ut > | ceived, 


INTRODUCTION. 5 


ceived, under a pretence of greater 


ſanctity, and a more than ordinary zeal 


for the divine commands. The righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt, which Paul had 


deſcribed as the one thing needful for 
the juſtification of ſinners, and which 


they had before regarded as the only 


hope of their ſouls; they now were 


afraid to truſt ; they now thought in- 
ſufficient. They were now taught by 


the falſe apoſtles, and were perſuaded 


in their own deceived hearts, that they _ 
were under a neceſſity of ſeeking a ſaß- 
plementary aid from their own duties.--= | 
A perſuaſion; ſo flaztering to their own. 
vanity, ſo favourable to human wor- 
thineſs, and without a profeſſed denial 
of Chriſt and his work ; they received 
with all readineſs. For it is much more 
agreeable to the pride of nature, and 


a far more reſpectable and popular 


way of ſeeking acceptance with the 
moſt High; to uſe our own ſkill, and 
exert our own endeavours, as a 
| cients with divine grace, and the great 


A 3 Redeemer; 


6 INT ROD UCTION. 
Redeemer; than to rely entirely on 
the righteouſneſs of another, and be 
beholden, ſolely beholden, to a foreign, 
undeſerved aſſiſtance.— They enter, 
therefore, on a vain purſuit of happi- 
neſs, in this ſpecious, ſelf-pleaſing, but 
deluſive method. They cleave to the 
law. They rely on their own duties, 
as co- partners with Jeſus, i in performing 
the greateſt of all works, in obtaining 
the nobleſt of all bleſſings, their juſti- 
fication before the Almighty. The 
awful conſequences of which were, 
they embraced another Goſpel; made 
void the neceſſity of the death _ Chriſt ; 
-and virtually renounced all intereſt ba 
him f. By ſuch a procedure, they be- 
came debtors to do the whole law, and 
were obnoxious to its dreadful curſe ||. 
And having diſcarded the glorious truth 
which Paul preached, they traduce his 
character, they deſpiſe his perlop, and 


apa him as their enemy 8. 


* 


I Gal. 1. 6. and il. 21. and v. 2. Pls ll Chap, 
'F: 3: and 3 it, 10. PII hab, Ron 
. Such 


INTRODUCTION. 5, 


Such were the malignant effects of 
receiving a corrupted goſpel. Theſe 
effects the good apoſtle beheld with a 
mixture of indignation and ſorrow.” 
Againſt their deſtructive and fatal miſ- 
takes, he therefore takes up his pen, 
and makes a reſolute ſtand. The falſe 
_ apoſtles he conſiders, as their greateſt 
enemies; and as being, in a peculiar 
manner, accurſed of God *, — He 
made it appear, by ſuch a determined 
oppoſition to their plauſible and pre- 
vailing tenets, that when the capital 
truths of the goſpel were corrupted, 
the peace of the chriſtian injured, and 
the ſouls of men endangered ; he had 
no fear of the hideous charge and po- 5 
pular clamour, of << bigotry 1 to his own. 
way; or, © of raſhneſs, and a want of 
charity for others. ks this reſpect; as 
in his miniſterial conduct in general, 
he is worthy of imitation by all the 
ſucceeding ſervants of Chriſt in ever 
age. For, though i it be their malt | 


fit: . ji gelle 


8 INTRODUCTION. 
penſable duty to hold the truth in love, 
and to follom peace with all men; yet, 
when the great doctrines of divine re- 
velation are 13 or denied, then 
they are called in providence; then 
they are required by the command of 
God, and the love which they bear to 
their Lord, to contend earne 5 ly for the 
" faith once delivered to the AA Nor 
qught they to regard the perſons of 
men, or fear the conſequences which 
may attend, a zealous and prudent 
. of the wok. 

y had it been for the church 
of cu in the following ages, if the 
Ferrors eſpouſed and 207 4 5 by thoſe 
ancient judaizing teachers, had ceaſed 
to exiſt, from the time that their ſtre- 
nuous patrons left the ſtage of action. 
But, a as, the ſame fines and ſpirit 
fill continue, and ſtill prevail. True 
it is, that names are change, and the 
rn of the queſtion, then in debate, 
are greatly altered, Now none, pro- 
teſting nnn, 3 to main- 

tain 


INTRODUCTION. 9 
tain the neceſſity of circumciſion, in order 
to acceptance with God. That is now 
univerſally eſteemed an obſolete rite; 
though, by ſome of old, accounted of 

great importance under the chriſtian 
economy. Notwithſtanding, the ſame 
principle on which thoſe judaizing 
chriſtians proceeded in maintaining 
the neceſſity of circumciſion, is ſtill re- 
tained, and operates in various ways. 
The grand queſtion then was; In 
hat does that righteouſneſs con ſiſt, for 
| the ſake of which alone, a finer may 


be juſtified before God? And the matter 


in controverſy between Paul and his 


opponents, was; Yhether the obedience 
of Chrift, without any other addition, 
was that very righteouſneſs ? Or, Whe- 
| ther ſome doings or endeavours of their 
on, were not neceſſary for that impor= 
tant purpoſe ? Paul maintained the 
| former , the Jewiſh zealots the lar 107, 
o this lingſe point may the dif- 
putations of Paul with the deceived 
Galatians, on the article of juſtifica- 
„„ =—_ 
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tion, be reduced ; as is obvious from 
the contents of his epiſtle to them. 

As the ſame diſpute ſtill- continues 
in the world, and as the words, which 
afford matter for the preſent Eſſay, are 
happily adapted to caſt light on the 
momentous ſubject ; it may be no un- 
pleaſing, perhaps, no wnprofirable em- 
ploy, to conſider the capital ideas con- 
tained in them, in the following /ec- 
tions. And may the unerring Spirit 
illuminate the mind, and guide the 
pen of the writer! That he may not 
prove an ignorant patron of error, but 

a well-iriformed-advocate ſor truth.— 
May. the: ſame infallible Guide, ſmile 
on this feeble attempt for the good of 
the reader | That the conſciences of 
the unawakened, may be alarmed; the 
minds of the ignorant, inſtructed; the 
hearts of the diſconſolate, comforted; 
and faith and holineſs promoted i in all, 
into whoſe hands theſe pages 1 
5 ane. - 5 
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What law it is, &c. 11 


SECTION L 
What law it Ls, fo which the apoſtle was dead. 


UR firſt enquiry muſt neceſſarily be, 
What /aw it is the apoſtle deſigns when 
he ſays, J am dead to the law? We may 
obtain ſatisfaction in this enquiry, by con- 
ſulting the context. Great reaſon there is to 
_ conclude, that the /aw he here intends, 1s the 
| ſame he repeatedly mentions in the fixteenth 
1 verſe of the chapter. And it is evident, that 
is the moral law. For it is that law to which 
we are naturally inclined to look, for juſtifi- 
cation and life; though by it we can never 
obtain thoſe invaluable bleſſings. 
When a ſinner is awakened out of 9 
ſecurity, and his conſcience is alarmed with 
a ſenſe of guilt, he naturally looks to ſome 
devout and penitential exerciſes of his heart, 
or ſome pious and beneficent actions of his 
life. Some doings or endeavours of his own, 
engage his attention; and, for a while, yield 
a feeble ſupport for his hope. What 
4 ſhall I 40 to be ſaved,” is 1 language. _ 
With this, the apoſtle was perfectly ac- 
quainted. He therefore repeatedly affirms ; 
That by the works of the Iaw ſhall no fleſh be 
Sf ified k. bins being an article of very great 


f | * * Rom, ili. 20. Gal. li. 16. 
weight, 


12 What law it is, 
weight, and the legal bias of our minds being 
ſo apt to lead us aſtray, he does not content 
himſelf with barely g ſerting that we cannot 
be juſtified by it; but he alſo aſſigus the 
reaſon. Affirming, that it is impoſſible for 
the law to juſtify any of the children of 
Adam, becauſe it is become weak through the 
fleſh +, or the corruption of nature. Human 
depravity renders a perfect, perſonal confor- 
mity to the Divine law, utterly impracticable; 
and without a complete obedience, juſtifica- 
tion by it, is abſolutely impoſſible. . 
Again: That it is the moral law he here 
dleſigns, appears from the oppgſition there is, 
between the works of that law of which he 
peaks, and the faith of Jeſus. Knowing that 
2 man is not juſtified by the works of the law, 
But by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt : but that law 
and the works of it, to which the faith of 
Chriſt is directly oppoſed, is the moral law. 
For as to the ceremonial law, it contained 
4 principal part of the geſpel of the ancient 
church. Chriſt in his perſon and offices; 
Chriſt in his grace and work; was prefigured 
in it, and fignified by it. To him it had an 
invariable reſpect, and in him it had its final 
completion. — Ves, believer, that very Jeſus 
Whom you love and adore; that very grace 
in. which you truſt and rejoice ;| were in that 
Jaw exhibited, as the hope of guilty ſinners, 


+ Rom. vin. 3. 


and 


to which the apoſtle was dead. 13 
and the joy of enlightened ſaints. Conſe- 
quently, the ceremonial law cannot be con- 
- fidered as ſet in direct oppgſition, by the apoſtle, 
to Chriſt and faith in him. EE Rs, 

It follows, therefore, that it is the moral 
law he intends, when he ſays, I am dead to 
the law. For it may be placed in ſuch a 
contraſted view, with the greateſt propriety. 
This law and the works of it, are directly 
oppoſite to grace and faith in a Redeemer. 
It makes not the leaſt comfortable diſcovery 
to a miſerable ſinner. It knows nothing of 
pardoning mercy. It ſays not a word about 
-atoning blood. Being the formula of that 
covenant which was made with man in a 
Nate of innocence, it makes not the leaft 
abatement, in point of duty; nor the leaſt 
| proviſion in a way of mercy, in caſe of fait 
ure. Perfect obedience is its conſtant de- 
mand; an obedience, perſonal and perpetual. 
"Whatever mercy the ſinner wants, whatever 
bleſſings God beſtows, is provided in another 
covenant ; are diſpenſed in another way. 
This then is the law, to which the apoſtle 
was dead. And, however ſtrange the doctrine 
may appear to the ſelf- righteous profeſſor, 
we may venture to affirm, that no man, after 
all his reſolutions and all his efforts, can ever 
experience a ſenſe of pardon, or enjoy peace 
in his conſcience; can either live to God in 
holy obedience here, or have a well - grounded 
hope of glory hereafter, till he knows What 


it 


14 Unregenerate 'finners | 
it is to be dead to the law. This truth we 
ſhall endeavour to prove and illuſtrate, in the 


* pages. 
e I 


Unregenerate finners alive to the law, as @ 
| covenant. 


TE E moral law may be conſidered, either 
as a covenant of works, or as a rule of 
conduct. In the latter reſpect, it is unchange- 
able as that relation between God and man, 
on which it is founded; and therefore never 
to be diſregarded, as we ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew in its proper place.—In the former re- 
„ it may be conſidered, not only as pre- 
ſeribing duty; but, as promiſing a reward, 
on conditio: of perfect obedience, and as 
guarded by a penal ſanction, denouncing eter- 
nal death againſt every offender. To the 
law, thus conſidered, the apoſtle ſays, 1 am 

Aead. 

When a Perſon is ſaid to be dead to the 
law, it is ſuppoſed and implied, that he was 
once alive to it — that his hopes of juſtification 
and life by 1 it, are now extinct and that, as 
a covenant, it ceaſes to have any farther de- 
mands upon him, or to denonnce any threat 
enings againſt him. We ſhall make the fit 
of theſe particulars the e of our enquiry, 
in the Preſent Section. 


p When 


alive to the law. 15 
When the apoſtle ſays, I am dead tb the 
< law,” the expreſſion implies ; That he was 
once alive to it. Death is a privation of life. 
No man therefore can, with propriety, be 
ſaid to be dead to the law, if he has never 
been aljve to it. —Before regeneration, all 
men are alive to the law. Or, in other words, 
they ſeck juſtification by it. Their hopes are 
Founded upon it. Their expectations of ac- 
ceptance with God and life eternal, ariſe from 
their obedience to it. Such are the expecta- 
tions of every unregenerate man. This is 
the way which nature teaches. This is a 
method which pride encourages. 
Man being originally formed to live under 
a covenant of works, and being endowed with 
capacities and powers to perſevere in holineſs, 
and enjoy happineſs by ſuch a conſtitutions 
it is no wonder that he ſhould, now fallen 
and while unregenerate, have no idea of living 
to God and obtaining ſalvation by a cove- 
nant of a quite different kind. — Our firſt. 
parents, while innocent, having no need of 
that merciful proviſion which is made for the 
guilty in the covenant of grace, had no re- 
velation of it. Conſequently, after the fall, 
they could have no conception of any ſuch 
thing, any farther than the great Creator 
was pleaſed to reveal it to them. —And as 
all the human race are the poſterity of that 
apoſtate pair; and as we deſcend from them, 
as formed for a covenant of works, and as 
| breakers 
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breakers of it; ſo we not only derive a cor- 
rupt nature from them, and are obnoxious to 
divine wrath “; but alſo naturally cleave to 
the legal covenant, as that which is ſuited to 
the feeble ray of nature's light, and thoſe 
principles on which we act, ſo ſoon as reaſon 
dawns. No ſooner are we conſcious of guilt, 
and alarmed with apprehenſions of impending 
ruin, than we flee to the law for relief. Sorrow 
for our paſt tranſgreſſions, and fncere obedi- 
ence for the future; for ſaꝶing our former evil 
courſes, and eſpouſing the cauſe of religion; 
we eſteem the moſt probable means of pro- 
curing the pardon of fin, and the ſalvation 
of our ſouls. Eſpecially if we have ſome 
reſpect to the general mercy of God, and a 
partial regard to the atonement of Chriſt ; as 
ſupplying the defects attending our own obe- 
dience, and inclining the Deity to make pro- 
per allowances, and be propitious to us, on 
account of our many unavoidable infirmities. 
Ready we are to imagine, that as the law 
requires obedience, and promiſes a reward 
to the performer of it; a fincere endeavour to 
do the beſt we are able, in our preſent cir- 
cumſtances (though we can ſcarcely hope to 
arrive at perfection) will be condeſcendingly 
regarded by a merciful God—regarded, as an 
undoubted indication of an upright heart, 
and as a fufficient foundation on which to 


* Eph. ii. 3. | | 
proceed, 


alive ro the law. Es», 
proceed, in applying to us the merits of Jeſus. 


Thus we make our well- meant endeavours to 


obey the law, a kind of pedeſtal, on which 
the general mercy of God, and the conditional 
merit of Chriſt, may be erected to difplay 
themſelves with advantage, in rewarding: the 
worthy, and diſtinguiſhing thoſe, who have 
already ſo well dftisgnifes themſelves, as 
the obſervers of the law and the friends of 


piety.— And in caſe of a relapſe into open 


and ſcandalous fins, they who are alive to the 
law, ſuppoſe the remedy is obvious. They 
readily conclude, that there muſt be ſome 
 additionals, in kind, number, or degree, to 


their penitential and religious exerciſes. As 
for inſtance: Sorrowing more bitterly, pray: 


ing more fervently, giving alms more libe- 


rally, and performing every religious duty 


with a greater punctuality and warmer zeal. 
Thus they think to commute with divine 
juſtice, or to quit ſcores for their offences by 
their duties. weiß, i FR 
In conſequence of ſuch a procedure, they 
are either elated. with pbariſaical pride, or 
overwhelmed with deſponding fears. With 


pPbariſaical pride; when poſſeſſed of a high 


conceit of the excellence of their duties, and 


the ſafety of their ſtate. When they ima- 
gine themſelves to have performed the con- 


dittions required, be they greater or leſs; they 
cannot but congratulate themſelves on their 


happy attainments in holineſs, and the glo- 
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rious proſpects they have in view. Their 
own free-will, and the ſtrength of their moral 
powers,. are the idol to which they bow, the 
god whom they adore. They Þ f ſacrifice to 
their. own net, and burn incenſe to their own 
drag +.—They look down, u pon the common 
herd of mankind, with a ſupercilious diſdain. 
Wandering, in themſelves, that creatures of 
an immortal make, ſhould act fo ignobly and 
beneath the man. That they ſhould not 
affert their native dignity, as rational beings ; 
and perform their parts no better, as moral 
agents. Suppoſing that it only requires a good 
reſolution, in the immoral and profane, to 
break off their vileſt courſes; to attain vir- 
tuous habits; to perform the conditions re- 
quired, in order to eternal happineſs; and, 
finally, to receive the promiſed reward. 
Or, admitting they de acknowledge their 
obligations to diviue afpftance;. in attaining 
their virtuous hahits, in performing their 
righteous acts, and in making them differ 
from others, and even from SEE former 
ſelves; yet, while they are looking to theſe 
holy qualities and righteous deeds, as being 
— 58 the cauſe or the condition, more or Woe 
of. their — with God or. intereſt il 

Jeſus ; they are alive to the law, and os 
to perform the whole. However amiable 1 in 


W wempess nd, ane or wee in 
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their characters among their fellow- creatures; 
however they may pleaſe themſelves, or be 
applauded by others, their ſtate, in the eſti- 
mate of heaven, is the ſame with his in the 
parable, who ſaid; God I thank thee, I am 
„not as other men.” — The abominable fault 
and the fatal miſtake of this phariſee, did 
not conſiſt merely, or principally, in prefer- 
ring his ſtate to that of other men in general, 


or of the publican in particular; for he ex» 


preſsly acknowledged his obligations to pre- 
venting and afjiſting grace, which enabled him 
to avoid the fins, and practiſe the duties he 
mentions. And, furely, it never can be 
eſteemed fueh an aggravated crime, for a 


man of a religious character and becoming 


conduct, when he reflects upon the vicious 
practices of many, which render them a nui- 


Hance to ſociety, and a peſt to the public 3 to 


ſay, God I thank thee, that I am not guilty 
of ſuch enormous erimes ; that I am not 


abandoned to ſuch evil courſes, and loſt 


* 


C 


to all ſenſe of things divine. The ſeeds 
of thoſe abominable iniquities, I acknow- 
“ ledge, are deeply ſown in my very conſti- 
«* tution ; and, that they have not ſprung up 
eto ſuch a malignant 3 15 owing to thy 
„ reftraining grace.” Such language may be 
uſed by the Junk chriſtian, C hig heft 
faint, without giving any occaſion. for blame. 

The fault, the awful miſtake of the pha- 
riſee principally lay, in truſtiug to that dif- 

cots "= 4 © 1 ference, 


* 


"Is = =p © + ”* 8 * 1 n * 
— — Us 2 * 3 = e r 
es Ka 


8 — 
rr 
— —ů 2A wn 


20 Unregenerate finners 


ference, in pleading that preference, in the 
important article of juſtification before the 
tremendous Jehovah. Here he was charge- 
able, as an extravagant boaſter. Here he 
was condemnable, as a vile offender. —In the 
momentous affair of acceptance with his 
offended ' Maker, he ought to have ranked 
hipgſet with the wworſe of publicans, and the 
moſt abandoned villains. He ought to have 
conſidered himſelf, as having 10 other righ- 
teouſneſs on which to depend, than what 
would be equal to their wants, and the alva: 
tion of their ſouls, were it applied to them. 
For in that grand concern, the eternal Sove- 
reign has o regard to any thing ſhort of an 
abſolutely perfect righteouſneſs. Of this the 
phariſee was deſtitute, as well as the publican. 
Whatever difference may ſubſiſt between man 
and man, as to their moral character and 
religious performances, it has not the /eaft 
concern in their juſtification.— Of this the 
poor deluded ſelf-juſtifier, was ignorant. For, 
though he did not pretend that he was natu- 
rally any better than others; though he did 
not pretend that his works were meritorious, 
or done in his own ſtrength ; yet he ſuppoſed 
that he had, by the aſſiſtance of grace, per- 
formed the condition on which the pardon of 
his fins, and his acceptance with God, were 


ſuſpended 1. 


+ See Dr. OwEN en Juſt. Chap. 17. 
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Such was the ſtate of this phariſee ; and 
ſuch, at the beſt, are the hopes of all who 
are alive to the law. When they. think of 

appearing before the great Judge of the 

World, they look to their own holy deſires 

. and pious endeavours, to relieve their anxious 

1 minds. In this way is their peace f con- 

{cience, ſuch as it is, obtained. This 18 the 

| method in which they ſeek to make and pre- 

ſerve their peace with that ſovereign Being, 

| whole majeſty they have affronted, and whole 

laws they have broken. 'To the law they 
appeal, and by it they muſt ſtand or fall. 

On the other hand; when this way of 
ſeeking comfort fails to afford relief; when 
a reflection upon their pious performances 
and penitential exerciſes yields no conſola- 
tion; then a ſenſe of guilt overwhelms them 

with 4 eſponding fears. — The covenant of 
grace, with all its chearing promiſes; the 
|, blood of Immanuel, with all its infinite me- 
| rit, will be Seirlacked by them. Or, if not 
entirely overlooked, will Aon them no peace, 
while alive to the law. For as it is the righ- 
teouſneſs of the law alone, with which they 
3 are acquainted ; ſo it is in that righteouſneſs 
| they deſire to be found. It is that on which 
they principally rely; and without that, they 
eem every other thing inſufficient. —Per- 
ſuaded they may be, that as their own obe- 
dience is greatly imperfect, ſo they cannot be 
- faved wit hout ſome aſſiſtance from Him who 
: B 3 hung 
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hung on the croſs, or without ſome gracious 
indulgence from the mercy of God: but, at 
the ſame time, neither the atonement of Chriſt, 
nor the mercy of heaven, will ſupport their 
minds, any ; than they ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves to have performed the condition, or 
come up to the terms, on which they ima- 
ine hat affiſtance is granted, and this mercy 
exerciſed. So that all their hopes and all their 
| comforts, are ultimately reſolved into their 
own duties—into that by which they ſuppoſe 
themſelves to differ from the altogether werth: 
leſs and vile. 
Hence it is evident, that the peace of con- 


ſcience ſuch perſons enjoy, is founded in their 


gnorance of the evil of fin, and the wrath it 
deſerves. When therefore at any time, its 
infinite demerit appears to a greater degree 
than common, their copſciences are preſſed 
with guilt, and racked with terrors. Amaze- 
ment ſeizes their minds, and horror chills 
their blood. Their cry is, Wha ſhall dwell 
with devouring ire? Who ſhall dwell. with 
everlaſting burning. |? And if ſome freſi 
opiate be not adminiſtered to conſcience, or 
the Spirit of God divorce them from the law, 
and ſhew them a better covenant; their ſouls 

wall chooſe ſtrangling rather than life —Such 
is the caſe of a ſinner, who is alive to the 
law, when guilt burdens the ſoul, and con- 
ſcience ſharpens her ſting. 


| 16ai, Xxxii. 14. | 
Let 


| alive to the law. © 23 

Let the thoughtleſs ſinner, and the ſelf- 
righteous . conſider their ſtate, and 
advert to theſe alarming things. Whether 
my reader be the one or the other, his ſtate 
is dangerous. — Is he one of thoſe careleſs 
mortals, whoſe whole time 1s employed in 
making proviſion for the preſent life, and to 


fulfil the luſts of the fleſh? He is no lets 


under the law, he is no leſs obnox1ous to its 
curſe, though he think not at all about it. 
But can you reſt, O thoughtleſs ſinner ! in 
ſuch a condition? Can you imagine that your 
Maker and your Judge, will be for ever as 
' forgetful of you, as you are, at preſent, for- 
getful of Him and his worſhip? Can the 
Omniſcient overlook you? or, can He who 
declares, I will by no means clear the 
„ ouilty,” ſuffer you to ſin with impunity? 


No! while his nature is holy, and his word is 


true; while he hates ſin, and has power to 
puniſh ; it can never be. You may ſleep in 
your fins for a time, but (if grace prevent 


not) your damnation // not, cannot ſlum- 


ber & And dreadful indeed will be your 


condition, if you continue to ſleep till fire 


and brimſtone awaken you. Confider this, 
ye that forget God, left he tear you in pieces, 


and there be none to deliver *.—The rich man, 


in the parable, being in Hell, lift up his eyes. 


Then were his eyes opened. T he bewitching 


$ 2 Pet. ii. 3. pl. l. 22. 
| B 4 | | plea- 
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| aig of the world, had lulled his con- 


cience afleep. His elevated ſtation in life, 
became a continual prompter to his vanity, 
and enabled him to riot in the luxuries of 
{enſe. Theſe engrofled his time, and left 
him no leiſure moments to think about the 
ſtate of his ſoul, or the God who made him. 
The downward road in which he walked, 
being broad, and eaſy, and much frequented ; 
and being ftrewed, as it were, with roſes ; 
he forgot to aſk himſelf where it would ter- 
minate, till he arrived on the infernal ſhores, 
Thus he became a damned foul and loſt his 
all, before he apprehended his danger. —Be- 
ware, reader! leſt this ſhould be your caſe. 
May the children of this world and the ſons 
of carnal pleaſure, be effectually warned by 
this dreadful cataſtrophe of their unhappy 
brother; that they come not into the ſame 
place of black deſpair and endleſs torment ! 
Or, is my reader a. ſerious perſon, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of an abiding concern for his foul ? 
Permit me to aſk, Are you alive to the lau, 
and ſeeking by a ſincere obedience to it, to 
gain acceptance with the high and holy God? 
If fo, hear your doom; ſee your danger. 
For thus faith the. Lord and the lawgiver ; 
As many as are of the works of the law, are— 
what? pardoned ? accepted? bleſſed? Far 
from it. On the contrary, they are UNDER 
A greadful cuRsE +. —< Amazing !” cries 
| + Gal. lü. 10, Sen 
| one, 


alive fo the law. 25 


one, That avowed rebels againſt God, and 
* the open breakers of his law ; that thoſe 
« who publiſh their fins, as Sodom, and hide 
„ them not, as Gomorrah ; that all ſuch ſhould 
« be under a curſe, appears equitable. But 
that perſons who are of the works of it; 
« who fincerely endeavour to perform its 
« commands, and are looking, in this ra- 


« tional and popular way, for acceptance and 


& eternal life, is quite inconceivable and 
* highly unreaſonable.” —To which it may 
be replied : That all who are of the works of 
the law, are under it as @ covenant. As ſuch, 
it requires perfect obedience ; and perfect obe- 
dience it muff have, or there is no juſtifica- 
tion by it. Now the apoſtle, in this alarm- 
ing text, takes it for granted, that every man 
has finned and broken the law. Conſequently, 
they who are under it as a covenant, not 
having abſtained from every fin forbidden, 
and performed every duty required by it; its 
penal ſanction lies againſt them; it denounces 
a curſe upon them : therefore, the awful de- 
claration is the language of ſtrict propriety ; 
is the voice of truth itſelf. How often ſhall 
the Moſt High declare, that by the deedt of 
_ the law, by our own obedience, no fleſh ſhall 
be juſtified ; before he gain your aſſent or win 
your regard, to the mern, truth? Is the 
condition, on which your juſtification is ſuſ- 
pended, ſo ſmall, or your ability ſo great, 
that nothing will ſerve but you muſt pertorm 


it 


* a. * 
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it yourſelves? — Remember, poor deluded 
mortals ! that pardon of ſin, is a blefling fo 
zimmenſely rich; acceptance with the infinite 
Jehovah, is a favour fo extremely high; that 
if all the cattle on a thouſand hills were your 
own, and, together with the firſt-born of 
your bodies, were to be devoted to God in a 
burnt-offering to make an atonement for the 
ſm of * Suns you to give all your 
goods away to feed the poor, and your bodies 
to be — 3 all, all would be entirely un- 
availing to ptocure either the one or the other. 
For a righteous God cannot accept the e per- 
formances or the offerings of a ſinful creature, 

as any compenſation for the injury done by 
his erumes.— Beſides, it is the province of 
grace and the work of Chriſt alone, to obtain 
the pardon of fin, and render our perſons 
accepted. This is the capital truth. of the 
Bible; the central point, in which all the 
nes of divine revelation terminate. Vet if, 
aſter all, you will appeal to the law, to the 
law you muſt go. But remember, that in 

fo deing, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing 1. 
'So that you have no alternative, but to Keep 
* 3 or die eternally. 


+ Gal, v. 2. 4. 
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s ECT. in 
| Believer dead fo the law, confs dered as. a 
covenant, 


I* the preceding ſection we have 4 that 
unregenerate ſinners are alive to the law, 
as a covenant. We now proceed to ſhew, 
That believers are dead to it, under that con- 
ſideration.— I am dead to tbe law; ye are dead 
to the law, ſays the apoſtle ||. As all ſuch 
who are alive to the law, are ſeeking juſti- 
fication by it; as their expectations of acc 

tance with God, may be ultimately reſolved 


into ſome doings or endeavours of their own; 


ſome gracious habits or heavenly qualities, of 
which they are the ſubjects: ſo they, wha 


are dead to the law, are entirely divorced from 
every ſuch expectation. - Though they are 
well acquainted with the beauty of bang 
and far from deſpiſing a regular conduct ; 
though they would exert their utmoſt efforts 
in a way of duty to God, and earneſtly defire 
to bear a greater conformity to the Redeem- 


er's image; yet they conſider theſe things as | 


ſanding 1 in another place, and as deſigned to 


anſwer a very different purpoſe, from that of 
being cauſes or conditions, more or leſs, of 
their Juſtification, Yea, whatever athſtance | 


j Gal. ij I, 19. Rom. vii. 4. 
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they may have from the Spirit of truth, in 
performing their duties, or whatever attain- 
ments they make in holineſs, through a divine 
influence; they conſider thoſe duties and this 
holineſs, as totally diſtinct from that righte- 
ouſneſs on which they depend; from that 
obedience by which they are juſtified. 

Once, indeed, they were of another mind, 
and viewed things 3 in a very different light. 
Time was, they thought highly of their 


own, thought meanly of their Saviour's righ- 


teouſneſs. But, by the agency of the divine 


Spirit, and the inſtrumentality of the divine 
law, their caſe is happily altered. They are 
brought to ſee their abject poverty, and to 


acknowledge their utter unworthineſs, — 
Would we know by what means a ſinner 


comes to be dead to the law, as a covenant ?. 
The great apoſtle informs us, when he ſays; 


I zhrough the lau, am dead to the law.“ 
The moral law, in the hand of the Spirit, is 
the honoured inſtrument of producing the 


Happy change. By it the awakened finner 
diſcerns, the immaculate purity of the divine 
nature, and the conſummate rectitudèe of the 
divine will. Its precepts and prohibitions, 
containing a faultleſs ſyſtem of duty, are 
beheld by him, as entirely correſpondent with 


the perfections of the infinite Jehovah. He 


beholds the unalienable rights of the great 
Legiſlator, in the demands of his law ; and 
On of that perfect correſpondence 
which 
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which there is, between the requirements of 
the law and the eternal rights of the Dei 
evinces, to his conſcience, the holineſs 2 
tranſcendent excellence of the law. Poſſeſſed 
of ſuch a conviction, the ſinner comes to ſee, 
not only its unblemiſhed purity, but alſo its 
vaſt extent. He is obliged to acknowledge, 
that it requires truth in the inward parts; 
that it extends, to all the thoughts and all 
the defires of the heart. That it demands, 
not only a courſe of obedience, unblamable 
in the eyes of men; but a purity of deſire, 
and a ſpirituality of affection; ; à rectitude of 
deſign, and a perpetual ſeries of ator, witli- 
out a failure and without a flaw, in the ſight of 
the heart- ſearching God.—By the law, he 
comes to ſee the nature and the evil of ſin. 
Sin is a trunſgreſion of the law; a contrariety 
to the revealed will, and the holy nature of 
God. Nor does it only manifeſt what ſin is, 
in itſelf, but alſo what it deſerves. It reveals 
the divine wrath againſt all ungodlineſs and 
unrighteouſneſs of men; againſt every the 
| leaſt departure from abſolute perfection. It 
denounces an awful curſe, and unſheaths the 
; ſword of eternal vengeance, againſt every 
. 'tranſgrefior. Its language 1 is; Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are 
. written in the book of the law ta do them. It 
faſtens a charge of guilt on the ſinner's con- 
ſcience, and binds him over to. eternal tor- 
ment.—And as it teaches the finner the holi- 
| | | neſs 
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meſs of the divine nature, and the evil of ſin ; 
ſo he is brought to acknowledge the equity 
of that ſentence, denounced againſt him, and 
the righteouſneſs of God in the damnation 
of the guilty. . His mouth 1s. ſtopped : he 
pleads guilty before his Judge. Sin, he ſees, 
is an infinite evil, and juſtly deſerves ever- 
Laſting puniſhment. .: He is convineed that if 
the ſentence of death, pronounced upon him, 
were to be executed in all; its rigour, he 
ſhould have no right to complain. His lan- 
guage is; „, The law is worthy oß, God: 
£5 my. Maker is righteous: - damnatigh is my 
due. Beholding the aggravations his ſins, 
and the imperfections of his duties 


1 the de- 
Ptavity of his heart, and the ſpirituality of 
the law; he deſpairs of ever obtaining the 
favour: of God, or peace for his conſcience, 
by any future endeavours. He ſees with 
amazement, and confeſſes with grief, the 
pride and the folly. of his former expectations 
of righteouſneſs and life by the law. He 
ies low at the foot of ſovereign mercy. 
Fully convinced of his abſolute need of a 
Saviour, who can give the law its demands, 
and reſcue his foul from deſtruction; who | 
can ſatisfy the claims of juſtice, and exerciſe 
boundleſs merey; he is content to be ſaved 
by the righteouſneſs of another, and to be 
for ever indebted to free, diſtinguiſhing, in- 
finite grace. e e 
3 e Let 
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Let us hear the great teacher of the Gen- 
tiles deliver his own experience, in reference 
to this very thing. I was alive without the 
law once; but when the commandment came, 
fin revived and I died d. I was ale; elated 
with a fond conceit of my inherent excel- 
lencies and moral endowments, I imagined 
_ myſelf fate, I thought myſelf happy. But 
when this delufive perſuaſion poflefſed my 
heart, I was without the law. Though for 
it, I, profeſſed the higheſt regard; though to 
it, 1 endeavoured to conform my life; 3 
entirely ignorant of its ſpiritual nature, and 
without the leaſt knowledge of its true de- 
ſign. As the moſt learned and admired doe- 
tors of the age had taught, I ſuppoſed that 
a ſuperficial obſervance of the duties it enjoing, 
and an outſide forbearance from the things it 
prohubits, were all it required “. But when 
the. commandment came; when I ſaw its im- 
maculate purity, as an image of the divine 
holineſs, and beheld its extenſive demands, 
as a tranſcript of the divine will; when 1 
viewed it as demanding perfection, with a 
ſovereign authority, and heard it denouncin 
vengeance, as with the voice of God, _—— 
every the leaſt offence ; then /n revived, A 
clear and lively ſenſe of fin, penetrated my 
very ſoul. I ſaw myſelf chargeable with in- 
dumerable chello. 1 felt myſelf ſubje& 
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32 Believers dead to the law. 
to many abominable corruptions. My heart, 
of whoſe purity I was before ready to boaſt, 
T found to be deceitſul above all things, and 
deſperately wicked. The beſt of my actions, 
in which T was wont to confide, I diſcovered 
to be but ſplendid fins, and deſpiſed them as 
thy rags. In conſequence of which I died. 
My lſelf-riphteous hopes, which before had 
reared their heads aloft, were now daſhed in 
the duſt. The ſentence of death, as the de- 
ſert of ſin, pronounced by the law, I ac- 
knowledged to be juſt. All my pleas, and 
all my expectations of life by the law, were 
then ſtruck dead. Nor was I only brought 
to renounce my paſt performances and preſent 
attainments, as inſufficient and deplorably 
defective in the account of a holy God, and 
in the eye of his righteous law; but alſo to 4% 
deſpair of ever doing any thing in future, by 11 
any aſſiſtance whatever, to win the favour of 
my Judge, or obtain acceptance before him. 
So that every ſelf-righteous ſupport, was en- 
entirely removed; and every avenue to com- 
fort, By my own obedience, was eterirally 
barred. ay, ene, ge 
Thus it was with Paul, after all his ſince- 
rity and all his obedience, before converſion; 
and thus it is with every ſinner who is brought 
to the knowledge of the true God, and dif- 
cerns the purity of the divine law. For no 
man ever beheld the grace of the goſpel, who 
has not been brought to acknowledge the 
; ä equity 
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equity of the law. We ſhall never conſider 
ſalvation as divinely free, till we cordially 
confeſs our condemnation to be entirely ab 
But, when the purity of the Lawgiver is 
ſeen in the flaming holineſs of his law; when 
it denounces its curſe againſt the fries, and 
his own conſcience, being ſtung with guilt, 
confirms. the dreadful fentence, and with an 
awful emphaſis replies, Thou art the man: 
then the relief provided by grace and revealed 
in the goſpel, is beheld with an ardent defire ; 
is embraced with exuberant joy. Thus, by 
the agency of the eternal Spirit, the law be- 
comes ſubſcrvient to the goſpel. The righte- 
ouſneſs and terror of the legal ſanction are 
happily uſeful, to illuſtrate the freeneſs, and | 
| proclaim the ſovereignty, of ſaving grace. _ 
The finner being brought, by divine teach · 
ing, to ſee the inſufficiency of his own obe- 
dience, and to renounce his former hopes as 
being no other than a refuge of hes; 1s filled 


with anxious enquiries, how he may eſcape 


the wrath to come. Having tried every ex- 


pedient which preſented itſelf to his mind, 
as any way proper to afford relief to his guilty 
conſcience, and having found every expedient | 
fail ; he 1s ready to faint with fear and fink 
in deſpondency. He drops every pretenſion 
to perſonal worthineſs, and freely acknow- | 
ledges himſelf the chief of finners. So far 

is he from advancing a claim to heaven, on 


the PRs of * performed, that he is 
> amazed 
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amazed he was not long fince tranſmitted to 
hell for his crimes, But grace forbids that 
he ſhould be overwhelmed with deſpair. That 
ſame Spirit, by whoſe omnipotent agency he 
was divorced from the law, leads him to 
Jeſus. And now that ſovereign mercy, to 
which he was fo Ioth to bow, appears with 
a winning aſpect. Ne ow that boundleſs grace, 
which he had ſo long deſpiſed, ſhines with 
peculiar glory. To p to mercy, as revealed 
in the atonement, he fees, like a murderer 
purſued, by the officers of juſtice ; or like the 
unhappy manflayer of old, before the avenger 
of blood: and on this grace, as reiguing by 
Jeſus Chriſt, he refts his all for eternity. 
ow. the everlaſting covenant begins to un- 
f its infinite ſtores to his raviſhed view; 
and the goſpel pours its healing balm into 
Bis wounded conſcience. Jeſus and him cru- 
| cified, is now his only hope. That he may 
Win: C il. and be found in him, is all his 
ſalvation and all his deſire. Riches and 
: honours, crowns, and kingdoms, are litth, 
are nothing. to him, compared with an in- 
tereſt in the Redeemer. — Being dead to the 
law, he renounces - himſelf in every view; 
and reflects on his former ignorance and pha- 
riſaical pride, with the greateſt amazement 
and the deepeſt ſelf-abhorrence. Finding a 
ſufficiency in the adored Immanuel, not only 
to ſupply all his wants, but to make him 
wandte rich and eternally happy; ; he reſts 
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completely ſatisfied. That perfect obedience 
the Surety performed, which the goſpel re- 
veals, and the Spirit applies, being that in 
which Jehovah himſelf takes infinite de- 
light +; is an adequate ground for his ſtrong- 
elt confidence, and an inexhauſtible ſource 
for his ſublimeſt joy. Such is the ſtate, and 
ſuch are the views, of all who are dead to the 
law. 

That every real fled i 00 the law; 
and that his whole hope, as to juſtification, 
centres in the mercy of God and the merit 
of Chriſt ; in the grace of the covenant and 
the blood of the croſs ; appear from the ſcrip- 
tures with ſuperior evidence. Out of a mul- 
titude of inſtances, recorded in the Bible, we 
will ſelect a few. We will aſk ſome of the 
moſt excellent faints that ever adorned a re- 
ligious profeſſion, in any age of the world, 
or in any nation of men; On what their 
hopes of acceptance with God, were found- 
ed?“ And we ſhall find that their uniform 
anſwer will be; Not on any thing in us, 

© not on any thing done by us; but on that 
 * glorious Perſon, and on his finiſbed works 
« who is the defire of all nations, and the 
<« falvation of all the ends of the earth.” 

Job, we know, was a ſaint of no inferior 
rank. He was no leſs exemplary for his piety, 
than remarkable for his afflickions and dne 
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36 Believers dead 7o the law. 
patience with which they were ſuffered. .He 
was favoured with peculiar manifeſtations of 
the divine will; and Jehoyah himſelf de- 
clared, there was none lige him in the earth. — 
This eminent ſaint could not be ignorant of 
the real worth of his perſonal obedience, or 
of the place in which it ought to ſtand. This 
obedience he found occafion to plead. But 
Where ? and on what account? Not before 
the great Sovereign of the univerſe, and in 
order to acceptance with him; but before his 
fellow-mortals, and in vindication of his own 
Ancerity.— When his friends, miſtaking his 
caſe, 5 not being well acquainted wit ih the 
methods of providence, charged him with 
being a hypocrite, and inferred from the va- 
riety and ſeverity of his ſufferings, that he 
mult needs be a wicked man; he pleaded, in 
defence of himfelf, the excellence of his con- 
duct and the utility of his life. He, as the 
apoſtle James requires, proved the reality of 
his faith and the ſincerity of his profeſſion, 
by his works. He knew that a different con- 
duct from the carnal and profane, was the 
only thing that could evidence to the world, 
the ſuperiority of his ſtate in the ſight of 
God, or free his profeſſion from the charge 
of hypocrify. To this, therefore, he appeals. 
This n and juſtly pleads againſt 
the charge of his miſtaken friends, in his 
long controverſy wth them. 

I Bur 
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But when the enquiry is; How ſhall man 
be juſt with God, or juſtified before him? and, 
| what he is to plead, on what he is to rely, 

for that purpoſe? Then he conſiders the ſtate 
of the queſtion as entirely altered. The ve- 
nerable ſaint well knew, that as he was now 
before a higher tribunal, and in the preſence 
of a Judge who ſearches the heart; ſo the 
righteouſneſs pleadable here,” muſt be as much 
ſuperior to what was ſufficient in the former 
caſe, as the tribunal at which he ſtood was 
more awful, the Judge more holy, or the 
event more important. For who can ſtand, 
in any righteouſneſs of his own, before ſo 
holy a God, before ſo righteous a Judge? 
Here, he knew, that nothing ſhort of per- 
fection would be admitted: by nothing lefs 
could he be juſtified. He therefore entirely | 
renounces his former plea. He drops ev 
pretenſion to perſonal holineſs. And a 6 
far from advancing a claim on the Deil 
that he makes forrowful confeſſions of his | 
original pollution and actual tranſgreſſions. — | 
Behold, Jam vile! is his language. I abbor 
muell, as the filthieſt of creatures, as tlie 
baſeſt of criminals; and repent in duſt and 
aſhes 1. — Here we ſee not the Samaritan 
Woman, not the Philippidh Jailer, not the 
Thief on the e tlie moſt eminent 
1 of * pn and one of the N men 
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that ever lived: — here we ſee him, wearing 
the tokens of deep humiliation and ſorrow, 
and in the attitude of a miſerable ſinner. His 
language is expreſſive of one, whoſe con- 
ſcience is ſmitten with an alarming ſenſe of 
| guilt ; ; Who deprecates deſerved vengeance, 
aud implores a free pardon—of one who con- 
fiders himſelf, perfectly on a level in the 
ſight of God, and as to acceptance before 
him, with the publican in the parable ; and 
as having no other refuge for his guilty as 
nor any other Alea to make, than that 
publican. had. Divine mercy, manifeſted in 
a Hiuing Redeemer, was the only. hope of holy 
Job; and the ſame mercy, revealed in be 
Rtonement,, was the hope and the plea of the 
e publican . > | 
3 Such alſo was the conduct of the Man after 
God's. own heart. Enter not into judg ment 
5 with th fervant.; ;i for in thy fight. ſhall ns man 
Au - juſtified. „ Words ſtrongly expreſ- 
Ave of the mind of one, who is dead to the 
law. "They, indicate that David's heart was 
f impre fled,.i wath an awful ſenſe of Je- 
as inmaculatte purity; the imperfections 
. : attending his own obedience; the extenſive 
demands of the holy law; and the rerror of 
that ſentence which was his righteous deſert, 
38 91 and 1785 unayaidably take, place, if tried by 
that ſublime andard of duty, and according 
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to the tenour of his own conduct. And it is 
very obſervable, that when the pſalmiſt thus 
deprecates the awful trial, he conſiders and 


ſtiles himſelf, 2 ſervant of God. But, though 


he aſſumes the honourable chan he is 


far from pleading his ſervices, or truſting to 
his own obedience, for juſtification. Nay, 
he peremptorily affirms that, before the Lord, 
no man, no ſervant of his, can be juſtified.— 


To theſe words the apoſtle refers when he 


repeatedly declares ; By the deeds of the law, 
ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. This is a capital 
truth. And till "his truth be cordially em- 
braced ; till the propriety and foundation bf 


it be clearly ſeen; no one can form a pro 


idea, either of the character of Jeſus, or the A 
grace of the goſpel : can either 2 his danger, | 


_ or ſeeꝶ out for relief. 


With this leading truck che ſweet Singer 


of 1/-ael, was thoroughly acquainted. Hence 


it gains admittance into another of his devout 


odes and inimitable compoſitions. In which 
place he alſo informs us, what was the rock 
of his hopes and the ſource of his joy.—{f 
thou, Lord, fhouldſt mark miquities ; O Lord, 

who ſhall and? But there ts forgrveneſs with 


thee, that thou mayeſt be feared *. Important 


words! moſt happily calculated to rebu#e'the 


pride of ſelf.righteous confidence, and raiſe 


the ee of —— ſinners.— Here che 
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Lord's anointed, flees for relief to ſovereign - 
grace, and draws his comfort from pardoning 
mercy. Being dead to the law; having all 
his expectations of being juſtified by it, en- 


tirely extinguiſhed ; he looks to another cove- 


nant, and has recourſe to another plea,— 
Having the awful judgment in view, and 
conſidering the iſſue of ſuch an exact ſcru- 
tiny; he trembles at the thought of appear- 


ing before his immortal Judge, in his o 
obedience. For in ſuch a way of proceeding, 
MM bo ſball ſtand? who can be acquitted ? Not 


one of a thouſand; not one of a million; 
not one of all the human race. And were 
it not for that forgiveneſs, which is with 


Sod, and is diſpenſed in the blood of the 


Lamb; not only the hope of David, but the 


hope of every ſinner, would haye been entirely 


and eternally eclipſed. —But this forgiveneſs 


being worthy of God, proceeding from the 
infinite riches. of grace, and equal to the 


wants of the molt enormous tranſgreſſor; 


behold ! there js hope for the vileſt. For- 


exvexess |—charming word! Forgivench 


WITH Gop with Him againſt whom we 
have ſinned; with Him who has a right to 
pardon, as well as a pover fo puniſh; folid 
foundation for your hopes, O trembling ſin- 


ner! Believing this declaration, building on 
this baſis, bat ſhould hinder? or 20% has 


a right to forbid ? that our hopes ſhould ri/e 


ſublime to heaven; that they ſhould be firm, 


* 
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as the divine declaration, and bright as the 
Jun in his meridian glory. —Yes, believer, 
this is your right; this is your privilege. For 
that Arong conſolation the Lord is fo willing 
to beſtow, and for which he has made ſuch 
ample proviſion ; is deſigned for all thoſe, 
ho have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope 
ſet before them +. For ſuch, who have already 
fled, for ſuch who are now flying 7, to Jeſus 
the appointed refuge; the immutability of the 
divine counſel, the irrevocableneſs of the di- 
vine promiſe, and the ſolemnity of the divine 
oath, are all engaged to {ſecure their happineſs 
and raiſe their joy. 

Would we be more fully perſuaded that 
the royal prophet was dead to the law ? let us 
read the deſcription he gives of the blefſec 4 
man, and — his words. No man can, 
with propriety, be called Seed, but he Who 
is in a pardoned ſtate and accepted of God; 
and this the pſalmiſt intimates. For, till his 
ſins be pardoned and his perſon accepted, he 
is under a curſe and obnoxious to wrath.— 
How then does that experienced faint and 
infallible author, deſcribe the blefled man? 
and to what does he aſcribe his juſtification ? 
To a perſonal, or an imputed righteouſneſs ? 
Does he attain this bleſſed and happy ſtate; 
does he enjoy this great and precious privi- 
lege, in | conſequence. of keeping the Jaws. £ or 
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becauſe he has performed a ſincere, thou gh 
imperfect, obedience? No ſuch thought was 
conceived in the pſalmiſt's mind; no ſuch 
thing drops from his pen.—His words are; 
Bleſſed is he 40h9/e tranſgreſſion is forgiven, 
whoſe fin 15 covered. Blefjed is the man unto 
20 hm the Lord imputetb not iniquity, and in 
<phoſe ſpirit there is no guile . — The bleſſed 
man is here deſcribed, as one who is, in him- 
ſelf, a polluted ſinner; an inſolvent debtor ; 
and deeply preſſed in his conſcience with the 
weight of his guilt S. And his bleſſedneſs 
ariſes ; not from his own duties, or his well- 
meant endeavours to keep the law; but, from 
the pardoning love of God, the purifying blood 
of Jeſus, and the ſancs: ing operations of the 
Holy Spitit.” His bleſfedneſs conſiſts, in being 
cleanſed from his lothſome defilement; the 
"Rb1-1 imputation of his enormous debt; the 
removal of his intolerable burden; and the 
rene wal of a right ſpirit within him. The laſt 
*of which particulars, is no cauſe or condition 
"of the fortner; ; Xe an evidence of their being | 
r 
os WP raul. F 3 

arent en .. e. 
2581 1 in PR text, to 4 the ""M 
; dong merey of God, 125 us thele three ideas of ſin; to 
fer Ke in a more aft ftecting v view, its. various malignity. 

fame time to repr reſent, in 2 more ſtriking light, the 
eee Aboreichelacfs of that man, whoſe ſins are not 


forgiven; and to ſhew the ſuperior raja of a free 
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The obſervation which Paul makes on this 
evangelical and comfortable text, 1s- full to 
our purpoſe. He informs us, that the deſi 
of David in theſe words, is to deſcribe the 
bleſſedneſs of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteouſneſs without works *,—Righteouſneſs 
imputed : righteouſneſs without works. - An 
odd kind of phraſes, in the account of many.!. 
Uncouth and myſterious to all, who are ahve 
to the law, and ſeeking juſtification. by- it. 
But quite intelligible and highly comforting, 
to ſuch as are dead to the law ; to ſuch who 
believe in Jeſus, as the juſiifier 77 the ungodly; 
and venerate his charming name, THE LORD 
OUR, RIGHTEOUSNESS. To ſuch perſons, the 
phraſes are replete with marrow and fatneſs. 
Such divine declarations feaſt their very ſouls. 
For they are the words of grace and the lan- 
e of love. By them, under the direction 
_ e Holy Spirit, their anxious enquiries, 
about acceptance with the eternal Sovereign, 
are ſatisfied. Being conſcious that they have 
no righteouſneſs of their own, and equally 
certain that without a perfect e to the 
divine law, they cannot be juſtified; they 
muſt have ſunk in deſpair, if ſuch a proviſion 
had not been made by ſovereign grace; if 
Beh. a righteouſneſs had not been performed | 
by their glorious Subſtitute, as that which, is 
her cm" "ſs" 5 an abe, 
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44 Believers dead to the law. 
works ; having no dependance upon, being 
entirely detached from, their own duties of 
every kind ; being complete in itſelf and in- 
tended for their ule ; his is the righteouſneſs 
they want.—A righteouſneſs imputed. Being 
performed for them by Jeſus, as their repre- 
ſentative ; and placed to their account, by a 
gracious God ; this brings it near to their 
ſouls, makes it warrantable for them to call 
it their own, and glory in it. 


* 


Let us now attend to the dictates, and con- 
ſider the conduct of Paul, in reference to this 
affair.— That he was dead to the lau, thoſe 
important words which contain the ſubject of 
this Efay, expreſsly aſſert. That he had no 
expectations of life and happineſs from his 
own obedience to it; and that his whole hope 
was reſolved, into the ſoverezgn grace of God, 
and the perfect work of Chriſt; are things 
extremely evident from all his invaluable 
writings. A few of thoſe paſſages, in which 

theſe fundamental truths are either expreſsly 
aſſerted, or ſtrongly implied, ſhall now be 
P ⁊ͤ 36575197 35 L 
In his controverſial epiſtle to the deceived 
 'Galatians, he forms a ſtriking contraſt be- 
tween the works of the law, and faith in Jeſus. 

Thrice he mentions the *works of the law, 
and thrice he excludes them from having an 
the leaſt concern in our Juſtification. ' With 
equal frequency he mentions the fairh of 
Chrift, and as often aſſerts that we are zuſliffred if: 
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by it +.—Theſe are his words: We who are 
Jews by nature, and not ſinners of the Gentiles, 
knowing that a man is not juſtified by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Feſus Chriſt; 
even we have believed in Feſus Chriſt, that we 
' might be juſtified by the faith of Chrift, and 
not by the works of the law: for by the works 
of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified .—We abo 
are Jews by nature, and not finners of the 
Gentiles. We who are the children of Abra- 
ham, and the peculiar people of God ; to 
whom the ſacred oracles were committed, 
who have the ordinances of divine worſhip, 
and whole ſituation in every reſpect, is great- 
ly ſuperior to that of the ignorant, profli- 
gate, idolatrous Gentiles : we who poſſeſs 10 
many advantages, in compariſon with the 
benighted heathen ; and, were ſuch a thing 
practicable, have all the encouragement which 
any perſons could have, to expect juſtification . 
by our own obedience. Knowing that a man, 
whether Jew or Gentile, is not juſtified by the. 
 @vorks of the law. Being fully perſuaded that 
he 1s not accepted of God, on account of any 
works which he has done, by any aſſiſtance 
whatever; but by the faith of Feſus Chrift. 
By relying on him as the end of the law for 
righteouſneſs, and believing on him as the 


. + That is, not by the principle or the exerci/e of faith: 
but by the cbject of it: which is Chriſt and his righte- 
ouſneſs. | | 

+ 3 Val-the 15, 16 


juſtifier 
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juittfier of the ungodly l. Even we; pe 
ſeſſing ſuch a conviction, and acting under 
ſuch a perſuaſion ; have believed in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Have renounced our own righteoutneſs, as 
being abſolutely inſufficient, and betook our- 
ſelves to Jeſus under the humbling character. 
of guilty, helpleſs, miſerable finners. And. 
with this profeſſed deſign, that we might. be 1 
juſtified by — faith of Chriſt, and not by the 
works of the law. That our fins might be 
pardoned, and our perſons accepted, in this 
truly evangelical way : no longer defiring, 
nor any more attempting, to ſeek theſe ſuper- 
lative bleſſings by the works of the law, =. 6 
ther moral or ceremomal. And good reaſon 
we have, to drop every ſuch purſuit. For 
God himſelf has declared, and it ſtands on 
everlaſting record, to confound every way 
attempt to eſtabliſh our own obedience ; that 
by the works of the law, ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. 
So that, whether we regard the divine decla- 
ration, recorded by the pſalmiſt d, or Whe- 
ther we advert to the manifold imperfections 
attending our beſt performances; we are fully 
aſſured, that we never ſhall, that we never 
can, be juſtified by them.—Such is the pur- 
port of this apoſtolic teſtimony. 
In this important text, the zealous apoſtle 
ſtates, aſſerts and defends the truth for which 
we plead, in the moſt emphatical and reite- 


| 1 Rom. X. 4. and iv. 5. NF al. cxliii. *. 


rated 


Believers dead to the latv. 47 


rated manner. This ſingle paſſage, if con- 
ſidered in connection with the ſcope · and de- 
ſign of the whole epiſtle, and the ſtate of 
the Galatian churches at the time in which 
it was written and addreſſed to them; may 
be juſtly conſidered, as a deciſive proof of 
the point. A decifive proof, that no man 
ever was accepted of God; that no man ever 
can be juſtified before bim; by any holineſs, 
of which he is the ſubject, or on account of 
any works, which he has performed: and, 
conſequently, that every real believer is dead 
to the law. 
The views of a man who is alive to the 
law, and the hope of one who is dead to it, 
are finely deſcribed by the ſame infallible 
author, in his eonfolatory and inſtructive let- 
ter to the church at Pflippi. Theſe things 
he illuſtrates in his own experience and con- 
duct. The ſupport of his hope and the views 
Which he had before converſion, he compares 
with what he after enjoyed. — While alive to 
the law and before converſion, the privileges 
of his birth, as a ſon of the renowned Abra- 
ham, and his circumc; fron according to the 
divine command ; the zeal which he had for 
the traditions of A fathers, and the ftri&nefs 
of his profeſſion, as a phariſee; his punctua! 
performance of ceremonial inſtitutions, his 
unblamable conduct in the ſight of men, and 
his Vncere obedience to the moral law; were 
the things which he counted his greateſt 


gain, 
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gain, as conſtituting the foundation of His 
hope of eternal life. Theſe were the ground 
of his ſelf-righteous confidence, and the fewel 
of his pharifaical pride. And, if truſting in 
theſe things had been lawful or ſafe for any 
man, no one had greater advantages or a 
fairer pretence, than Saul the phariſee had *. 
But, when apprehended by omnipotent 
grace +, and dead to the law ; he builds on 
another foundation, and ſpeaks a very different 
language. Then he declares, that all thoſe 
things which he once accounted his higheſt 
in, he now eſteems, not only mean in com- 
pariſon with Chriſt, but % itſelf. With an 
air of great ſolemnity, and as about to utter 
a truth of the laſt importance, he adds; Yea 
doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs, for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 
my Lord. For whom I have ſuffered the ls 
of all things, and do count them but dung that 
T may win Chriſt, and be found in bim; not 
Baving mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of 
Chriſt, the righteruſneſs which is of God by 
faith . Let us briefly conſider the ſeveral 


/ clauſes of this remarkable text. Yea doubt- 


4e; J affirm it without the leaſt hefitation, 
and am determined to abide it. That I count 
ALL THINGS ; Whether they be birth-privi- 
leges, or pharifaical zeal ; ceremonial rites, 


+ Philip. iti. 4. + Ibid. 12. 2 Ibid. 8, 9. 
| 1 or 
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or moral duties; theſe, all theſe, notwith- 
ſtanding their ſplendid appearance to an eye 
tinctured with TFewwſh prejudices, I count 
but Toſs. Yea, I do not only thus repudiate 
all my privileges and all my performances 
before converſion ; but all my apoſtolic gifts 
and all my chriſtian races ; all that I have 
and all that I do, I os of no avail in the 
grand article of juſtification. Theſe things, 
though abundantly uſeful and highly excel- 
lent, when ſtanding in their proper places, 
and referred to ſuitable ends; are little, are 
nothing, are 70% itſelf, compared with he 
excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Igſus my 
Lord. Such 1s the love I bear to my Saviour, 
and fuch the eſteem I have for his righteouſs - 
| neſs, that for his ſake I have gladly ſuffered 
the 19 ofs of all things which I once fo highly 
prized,” And, however ſtrange it may appear 
to a mind lendrieti with legal pride, I again 
declare, that I cout (them, deſpicable as the 
ſordifl-/ere: , which are thrown to the dogs; 

_ and"fothſome as dung, which is caſt out of 
ſight. Such is the amount of my own per- 
formances, and fuch my eſtimhte of them, 
if ſet in competition with Jeſus, and pre- 
ſuming to ſtand in the place of his righteouſ- 
neſs. It is, therefore, now my principal deſire 
and ſupreme concern, that I may win Chriſt, 
as quite ſufficient to ſupply all my wants, and 
render me completely and eternally happy. 
That ſo, when the Judge aſcends the throne 
D 


and 
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and wrath makes inquiſition for blood; when 
none but the perfectly righteous ſhall be able 
to ſtand, I may be found in Him the Beloved *. 
And being thus found, my acceptance is cer- 
tain; my falvation is ſure. Not having, not 
depending upon.or pleading, mine on righte- 
ouſneſs, weh i . ben lau. a my inherent 
on, ; ad thoſe righteous ads 1 = 
been ien to perform, in compliange, with 
the ſacred precepts, and with {a view. to the 
glory of God. But, being adorned, with 
and depending upon, that —— obedience 


<obich 1s thraugh-the faith , Chr 72 which 


Was finiſhed by him, is revealed in the goſpel, 


and received 55 faith. Even that obedience, 


which, to denote its abſolute perfection and 


the manner in which the ſinner enjoys it to 


his comfort, is called; THE RIGHTEOUSNESS 
or Gon BY FAITH.—Thus Gamaliel's pupil, 
thus the apoſtle of Chriſt, delivers his — 
and Geſeribes the foundation of his hope 

future acceptance. And this Fe 48 E 


made, on purpoſe to guard the Philippian con- 
verts, 9 the ſubtle attacks of judaiging 


teachers +: who ſtrenuouſly contended, that 
ſomething more was necęſſary to juſtification, 
than the righteouſneſs of the divine Redeemer, 
and a reliance upon it. Which conſideration 
renders * e from. ae" the; more 


Efbe i. 6. + Philjp i . „ 2. 8 | 
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ſalvation, which was carried on by the Ss 
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ſtrongly concluſive in proof of the point in 


hand. 
Lek 8 hear another infallible 6 . 
faithful follower of the Lamb, when deli- 


vering, not his own private tentiments, but 


the faith of the church, and in the name of 
all the apoſtles. A controverſy being raiſed 


about the neceſſity of circumciſion in order to 


zealots with no ſmall degree of warmth, and 


not without much diſturbance to the peace of 


believers; and the apoſtles and elders being 
convened at Feru/alem to conſider the unhappy 
affair; Peter, after mentioning various things, 
concludes with making a ſhort, but compre- 


henſive, declaration of his own faith, and the 
faith of the church in general. IT ks us atten- 


tively hear his words, and diligently conſider 
their import. For he ſpeaks by the Holy 


| Ghoſt, and delivers the —_ of Chriſt. He 
ſpeaks on a weighty occaſion, and to deter- 


mine an important controverſy.— The con- 
troverſy, in fact, was; Whether Jeſus alone 


Gould have the glory of the finner's ſalvation 2 


Or, Whether human endeavours and human 
worthineſs, ought not to ſhare it with him ? 
Thus the conteſt. lay, between the grace of 
God and the pride of man. And thus it //z// 


continues, however the terms of the queſtion 
may be varied, or whatever diſguiſes, may be 


put upon it. 
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The deciſion given to this controverſy in 
thoſe times, and what will be always valid, 
is contained in the following words. But we 
believe, THAT THROUGH THE GRACE OF 
OUR LoRD JEsUs CHRIST, WE SHALL BE 
- SAVED J. — Salvation is that all- comprehen- 

ſive bleſſing, which the awakened ſinner 
wants. Let this be granted, and his deſires 
are ſatisfied: he can have no more. For it 
includes, a complete deliverance from every 
evil, and the full enjoyment of every good. — 
Now this infinitely glorious bleſſing, is ex- 
preſsly faid to be by grace. And grace is free 
Favour. In the ſacred writings it is directly 
Oppoſed to all works and worthineſs. Nor 
can it be otherwife. For where works and 
worthineſs come into conſideration, there the 
province of grace ceaſes.—Therefore, when 
1t is affirmed by the oracle of heaven, that 
we are ſaved by grace, we are led to conclude ; 
That our own duties, however fincere or 
however diverſified, have no part in the won- 
derful work. But that favour, free, ſovereign 
favour, is all in all.ä— The foundation of the 
ſpiritual temple, and of our eternal happi- 
neſs was laid, in the riches of grace. The 
| ſtones are poliſbed and the ſuperſtructure is 
reared, by the hand of omnipotent grace. 
And when the laſt ſtone in the magnificent 
edifice ſhall be laid, it will be with ſhoutings, 


+ Acts xv. 11/4 


GRACE, 
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GRACE! GRACE wnto it !—lIt was ſovereign 
grace alone, which diſtinguiſhed the veſſels of 
mercy, in the eternal decree of electiun. The 
reaſon why they were choſen rather than 
others, is to be reſolved ; not into any dif- 
ference there was originally between them 
and thoſe who finally periſh, nor into any 
good works foreſeen ; but into the ſovereign 
will of Him who ſays, I will have mercy, on 
whom I will have mercy $.—The ſame grace 
was concerned in the conſtitution of the ever- 


5 Elin 


n Zech. iv. 
$ Rom. ix. : 5 The doctrine of ſovereign, di finguiſbing 
grace, it muſt be acknowledged, is now too generally ex- 
ploded as a fiftion, It is now diſcarded, as not fitted to 
gain the aſſent of the free-enquirer, in ſo enlightened and 
polite an age as the preſent.— The oppoſers of it generally 
plead, its ſuppoſed inconſiſtency with the ideas we naturally 
have, of the perfections of the Supreme Being. But the 
| _ reaſon, the true reaſon is, its inconſiſtency with the pride 
of man, and the opinion of human worthineſs, which fo 
generally prevail. And here, it muſt be owned, there is 
an entire and eternal repugnancy. That being cordially 
received, theſe muſt fall to the ground, as Dagon before 
the ark. Hence it is that we are naturally ſo loth to em- 
brace this truth. Vea, ſome there are who freely confeſs, 
that ſalvation is by Chriſt alone, and through his imputed 
righteouſneſs ; who are not eaſily brought to admit the 
doctrine of eternal, perſonal, and unconditional election, 
into their creed. And, though their experience may plead 
ng it, though their other avowed ſentiments may involve 
; yet they diſpute againſt it, as commonly and juſtly 
ſtatel by Calviniſts, and endeavour to load it with horrid 
conſequences. This the author of this Eſay knows by 
experience, to his grief and ſhame. Through the igno- 
rance e of his moet, the pride of his heart, and the pre- 
3 D 3 | judices 
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laſting covenant of peace, which was made 
with Chriſt, as the head of the choſen ſeed ; 
and in treaſuring up all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
him, on their behalf *. Our redemption by 
his blood, our regeneration, juſtification, adop- 


tion, ſancliſication, perſeverance and final fel:- 


city, all ſpring from the ſame infinite ſource ; 
Pring 


and are all; in the volume of inſpiration, 
aſcribed to the ſame original and pron 
cauſe. 

And as Chriſt is the great truſtee of the 
covenant of grace, and the grand repgſitory 
of all the bleflings of grace; 1o infinite grace 


18 manifeſted ; in him In ſuch a manner, 38 to 


judices of his education; ; he, in his younger years, often 


oppoſed it with much warmth, though with no ſmall de- 


gree of weakneſs, But, after an impartial enquiry and 


many prayers, he found real 2n to alter his judgment. He 
found it to be the doctrine of the Bible and a dictate of 
the unerring Spirit. Being thus patroniſed, he received 
the once obnoxious ſentiment under a full conviction of 
its being, a divine truth. And now he conſiders the eter- 
nal, diſeriminating love of God in the choice of his people, 
as the original ſource of all thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings, they 
here enjoy; of all that glory, they hereafter expect. To 
the diſtinguiſbing love of the Father; to the redeeming 
blood of the Son; to the almighty agency and ſanctifying 
operations of the Divine Spirit, he now deſires to aſcribe 
the whole unrivalled honour, of a complete, eternal ſal- 
vation. In the firm belief of this. glorious and compre- 


heaſire truth, he deſires to live enjoying the ſweet con- 


ſolations ariſing from it, he deſires to dis. And, if the 
Lord thus favour! him, he does not fear, but his life will 
be ujeful, in lome degree; his denen b fa Jul, and N. end 
ſalvation. . a 


F ph, 3: 1 Tim, i. 9. 


108 
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reflect a glory on all the perfections of Deity, 


as well as to ſecure ſalvation to all its objects. 
And as it was an act of unutterable conde- 
ſcenſion, and an evidence of boundleſs love, 
in the Son of God, to undertake the arduous 
work and become incarnate that he might 
accompliſh 1t ; fo we are, with the greateit 
propriety, ſaid to be ſaved by His grace, As 
in the text under conſideration : We believe 
that through the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
. we ſhall be ſaved. We believe; we are fully. 
perſuaded and reſt in it, as a certain, ſacred, 
and moſt comfortable truth. That, though 
our ſtate be extremely miſerable, and our 
perſons abſolutely unworthy ; though we 
have forfeited every bleſſing, and. deſerved 
every curle ; yet, through the grace, the un- 
merited favour and boundleſs benignity of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall be ſaved. He 
being a perſon of infinite dignity, has per- 
formed a work of infinite value; in virtue 
of which, we ſhall be completely faved, 
Saved, white here, from the curſe of the law 
and the dominion of fin. Saved, hereafter, 
from the damnation of hell, and brought to 
the full fruition of eternal glory. Such a 
ſalvation did grace provide; ſuch a Halyation 5 
does Chriſt perform. 

In this confeſſion of faith, delivered. by 
Peter and recorded by Luke, the grace of 
God and the work of our Lord, are all in all. 
And as it aſcribes our whole falvation to the 
wh - D 4 | under- 
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undertaking | of Jeſus, ſo it ſecures the whole 
glory to his adorable name. The avowed 
belief and the comfortable hope of the pri- 
mitive chriſtians, being contained in it; we 
Have a ſtriking inſtance and an irrefragable 
prbof, that they were dead to the law. That 
theff preſent peace, arid expectations of future 
bliſs, did not ariſe from their own obedience ; 
but from that revelation of divine grace which 
is made in the goſpel. That ſovereign grace, 
which richly provided every bleſſing, and 
freely furniſhes every requiſite, neceſſary to 
eternal happineſs. 
Having conſidered this apoſtolical con- 
feſſion of faith, as it is preſerved for our in- 
ſtruction in the moſt authentic hiſtory of the 
primitive chriſtian church; let us once more 
advert to the writings of Paul. — We have 
already heard him declare, that he was dead 
zo the law. We have alſo heard him loudly 
proclaim, the excellence of that righteouſneſs 
by which he was juſtified, and in \ Which he 
deſired to be fond: and ſeen him carefully 
deſcribe the foundation, on which the moſt 
gulty may ſafely reſt the weight of their 
immortal concerns. Let us now obſerve him 
bitterly lamenting, over his unbappy brethren 
after the fleſh. — Theſe are his affecting words, 
which are introduced with a ſolemn appeal to 
heaven ; ; 1 have great heavmeſs and continual 
forrow m my heart—for my brethren, my kinſ- 
2 e to thᷣe file . . To which wile adds; 
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My heart's defire and prayer to God for Iſrael 
is, that they might be ſaved +.—W hat was the 
cauſe of this inconſolable grief? Were they 
ſcandalous in their lives and atrociouſly wick- 
ed? Had they renounced the worſhip of God 
and ſunk into practical atheiſm? Far from it. 
The perſons over whom he laments, had 4 
zeal of God, and earneſtly followed after righ- 

teouſneſs ; were ſincere in their profeſſion, and 
diligent in the purſuit of eternal happineſs. 
Of this Paul was a witneſs, and this he 
openly teſtifies f.—In what, then, did their 
fatal miſtake conſiſt ? For the popular maxim 
and the reaſon on which it is founded, are; 
e Re ſincere. Perform every duty to the 
« utmoſt of your power and the beſt of your 
« knowledge, and you ſhall obtain the favour 
of God and the fruition of heaven. For 
it can never be ſuppoſed, that where the 
heart is /ncere in the worſhip of God, and 
„ the conduct regular in the fight of men, 
a perſon's ſtate can be bad, whatever may 
„ be his doctrinal ſentiments.” Such is the 
-voice of general opinion, but not of divine 
revelation. For if this maxim were founded 
in truth, there would have been no real occa- 
ſion for the apoſtle's heart-felt ſorrow, over 
thoſe of his brethren he here mentions. If, 
therefore, we would pay a due deference to 
the judgment of Paul, as an infallible guide; 


+ Rom. jx. 2, 3. and x. 1. + Ron. x. 2. and ix. 31. 
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and. credit the account which he gives of his 


kinſmen and his ſorrow for them; we muſt 
conclude, that the maxim is Falſe, and the 


reaton on which ic is founded a dangerous 
miſtake. And, conſequently, ſuppoſing a man 
to act in perfect conformity to it, his ſtate 
might yet be extremely awful, and his end 
eternally miſerable. 

The Jews, over whom the compaſſionate 
apoſtle wept, were alive to the law, and feek- 
ing juſtification by it. Though fincere in a 


religious profeſſion, and punctual in their 


uttendance on divine inſtitutions; they were 
utterly ignorant of the goſpel, and deſpiſers 


of the great Redeemer. That ſure founda- 


rion, which Jehovah had laid in Zion for the 


ſalvation of his people, was rejected by them 


as inſufficient, and became to them à rack of 


offence .— They followed after the law of righ- 


"reouſneſs with ſincerity and zeal; but its terms 


were toq high and its conditions too hard for | 
them to perform, ſo that they could not attain 
Et ee by it. For they ſought that 

capital bleſſing, not 5). faith in their promiſed 


Medſlith, but ar it were by the works of the 


-law & —They had a zeal of God and a con- 
"cen for his worſhip; but not according to 


Fnowledge, as their conduct plainly ſhewed. 


=_ they being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs ; 
of the perfect purity of his nature, and the 


I Rom; ix. 33. 5 Rom. ix. 31, 32. 
„„ Ds extenſive. 
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extenſive demands of his law; and going 
about, or leeking by every likely expedient 


i eftavhſh their own righteouſneſs, as the con- 
dition of life; . have not ſubmitted themſelves 


to the righ:eouſneſs of God. Such was the 


unwarrantable opinion they had of their own 


imperfect duties, and ſo great was the pride- 


of their hearts, that they would not accept 
of that comple te righteouſneſs, which was 
appointed of Ged and provided by him—even 


that righteouſneſs, which is able to juſtify in 
* moſt deſperate caſes, and in which their 


offended Maker reſts well-pleaſcd “. — Would 
we. know more particularly, what obedience 
it is that deſerves the glorious character? The 
apoſtle informs us. For, he adds, Chriſt is 


the end of the law. All that it required, he 
performed: all that it threatened, he under- 


went. And all this was done and ſuffered, 


not merely to ſet us an example, but for right 


teouſneſs ; a real, perfect righteouſneſs. As > 


fuel i accounted by the law and accepted 


by the Lawgiver. Nor was it deſigned for 


thi benefit of him who performed it; but 
it was deſigned for ſinners and is freely i im- 
puted 7 every one that behieveth ; without any 


reſpect of perſons, or any regard to wor- 


thineſs + 


To chi matchleſs 5 the ſelf-righ- 


teous TJews would not ſubmit. Being igno- 


rant of their real ſtate, and in the warm pur- 


fla. An. 11. f Nom. K. 3, 455; 5 
ſuit 
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ſuit of agceptance with the infinite Sovereign 
by their oαnN duties; they were unwilling to 
admit the thought; of being indebted to grace, 
or beholden to ſuch an aſſiſtance.— To look 
for juſtification by the righteouſneſs of One, 
whom their rulers had agreed to execrate, and 
condemned as worthy of death; to expect 
falvation through believing in One, who, 
loaded with infamy and racked with torture, 
expired on a croſs ; this they eſteemed highly 
abſurd. A falvation by fuch anpromfing 
means, and granted in ſuch a fngular way, 
as left no room for their ſplendid duties to 
make a figure and ſhine conſpicuous, as co- 
partners in the affair; ſuch a ſalvation they 
would not accept ; they thought themſelves 
. warranted, from their hearts to deſpiſe. —Nor 
would they acknowledge that Jeſus the cru- 
cified, was their promiſed Meſfiah ; though 
the time in which he appeared, the doctrines 
he taught, and the works which he did, all 
atteſted his divine miſſion, and afforded the 
brighteſt evidence in ſupport of his claim to 
the character. Thus they rejected his perſon, 
doctrine and work. — And as ignorance of the 
holineſs of God, the purity of his law and 
the evil of ſin, laid a foundation for that 
proud opinion they entertained of the excel- 
lence of their own duties, and as that iſſued 
in their rejection of the Lord's Meſſiah; ſo 
the ſame ignorance and pride cauſe the gene- 
rality now, to reject his fuputed righteouſneſs 
2 | M 
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as an unneceſſary thing; even when they do 


not proceed to that daring infidelity, which 
pours open contempt on his perſon and cha- 
rater. Hence we may ſafely conclude, that 

all the ſupine negligence about eternal things, 
which appears in the world; and all that dz/- 
regard which is ſhewn to Chriſt and his work, 
where the goſpel revelation ſhines ; proceed 
from :gnorance—ignorance of the 1 of ſin, 


and the righteouſneſs of God in his law. 


And now, reader, are you dead to the law? 


Are all your expectations and all your deſires 
of juſtification by it, extinct Remember, 
it is one thing to acknowledge a truth in 
theory, and another to live under its practical 
influence. Many there are who have learned, 


in a doetrina! way, that believers are dead to 


the law; who yet, in the diſþg/itions of their 
hearts and in their own experience, were never 
divorced from it. Their legal apprehenſions 


and ſlaviſb fears; their mercenary views in the 
performance of duty, and their % /f-elating 


thoughts, when they imagine they have per- 
formed it well ; are evidences that they cleave 
to the law. "Theſe, when habitual, are a con- 
vincing proof that they are alive to it; that 
they are ſtill, in a partial way, ſeeking their 
peace and happineſs from their Own obe- 
eee +. 

N 1 : 
+ Here it may be proper to obſerve, That the real be- 


lerer even after a long experience in the ways of God, 
is 
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Again: what think you of the Redeemer's 
rightcouſuel? Have you a ſuperlative « eſteem 
| | for 


too ready to look to his own frames and duties for that 
peace and comfort, which nothing but the blood of Chriſt 
and the teſtimony of the Spirit, can poſſibly give. A legal 
Bias of mind is ſo natural to us, and our views of the 
Saviour and his glorious righteouſneſs are, at the beſt, fo 
contracted; that we are apt to loſe ſight of the excellent 
object, before we are aware. [ perſuade myſelf, that 
the candid reader and experienced chriſtian will not be of- 
fended, if I here introduce a paragraph, extracted 88 
the life of a miniſter of the gol hs in the laſt century: 
it may, in ſome degree, both illuſtrate and confirm this 
obſervation. The miniſter to whom I refer, was Mr. Owen 
Stockton ; a part of whoſe experience is contained in the 
following words,—* I find that though in my judgment 
and praſaſſion, I acknowledge Chriſt to be my righteouſ- 
* neſs and peace; yet upon examination I obſerve that 


% my heart hath done quite another thing; and that ſe- 


* cretly I have gone about to eſtabliſh my own righteouſ- 
* neſs, and-have derived my comfort and peace from my 
te un actings. For when Thave been diſquieted by the acting 
*. of my ſins, that which hath recovered me to my former 
48 peace hath not been, that I could find God ſpeaking 
« peace through the bh of Chrift; but rather from the 
intermiſſion of temptation, and the ceſſation of | thoſe 
4 ſins. When I have been troubled at an evil frame of 
« heart, I do not find that the righteouſneſs of Cbriſt hath 
« been| my conſolation; but that which has relieved me, 

e as far as I can find, was, that afterwards-I have Hed | 


% myſelf-in a better temper. . Having been in trouble and 


32 perplexity, I have read the Scripture, gone to prayer, | 


and in doing theſe I have been relieved : yet I do not 


& find, that at ſuch times, I had a real, true, living com- 
% munion with God in ſuch duties; or that the Spirit of 


„ God did, in thoſe dutics, reveal to me my intereſt in 


“ Chriſt, and ſo quiet my conſcience. Hence I come to 
* ſce what great need I have, and that it is of le 
n 
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for it, and is it, with you, the one thing need. 
ul? Do you cepole your confidence in that 
alone, for acceptance; and venture your all 
for eternity, on that Angle bottom? Is that 
your plea, at the throne of grace; and is it 
your ardent deſire to be found in it, when 
ſtanding at the great tribunal? There, rea- 
deer, you muſt ſhortly ſtand, before a Judge 

whoſe eyes are as a flame. of. fire, and with 
whom 15 Terrible majeſty. Examine, there- 
fore, the ſtate of your foul, and cultivate. an 
© acquaintance: with Jeſus.— The fruits of an 
„izcreaſing acquaintance with Him, are truly 
deſirable and unſpeakably precious. For the 
| more you bghold of his perſonal glories: and 
perfect obedience; the leſs will you be ing 
clined to cleave to the law, or depend. on 
your own defective duties. This is a cextaig 
truth, and confirmed by all chriſtian expes 
rience, For though you will not be inclin 
to reject the law, as a rule of conduct; or to 
negle& duty, as an evidence of your cordial 
2m Yon to divine authority, and of gast 


41 


7 = to 1 over my ſoul. in all its ways, both in re- 
& ference to fin, that I fall not into it; and when fallen, 
« what the carriage and actings of my foul are at fuch a 
* time; whether I flee for relief to God in Chriſt; or to 
* my own works. For as fatan keeps ſome alienated from 
„God by the groſs pollutions of the world; ſo others 
«from Chriſt, by their eſtabliſhing a righteouſneſs of 
& their own. W 8 Lord! break thou this ſnare for me.” 
In BearRT's E7ern. Law and Ever. 27. part i. pref. 


p. 5, 16. 5 | 
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tude for benefits re eived and bleſſings ex- , 

pected; yet you will have a meaner opinion 

| of all that you do, atd a ſtronger confidence 

in the work of your Saviour.—Beſides ; the 

peace you enjoy will be ſteadier, and the - 

works which you do will be more acceptable. 

Your: peace will be fleadier. For the more 

clearly you ſee the dignity of Him, who 

made your peace; the greater will the worth 

of that work appear, by which it was made. 

Conſequently, your dependence upon it will 5 

be more firm; your rejoicing in it will be 

more conſtant.— Vour duties will be ore ac- | þ 
table. For in proportion as your views of | 

the infinite all-ſufficiency of your divine Me- i 

diator increaſe, ſo will your love to him. 

Bebolding, as in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord. 

due are changed into the ſame image, from glory 

fo glory. And as the love of God is the 

principle of all: acceptable obedience, in 

proportion as that generous principle 1s 

more lively and active, duty will be per- 

formed with greater delight and diligence; 

and it will alſo be more certainly referred to 

2 proper end, the glory of the ever-blefſed 
od. 

Yes, believer, in ſuch a procedure you 

will find your ſpiritual account, and grace 

ſhall have the glory. Faith will grow 

firm as the deep-rooted cedar *, and hope 


Col. i. 7. Eph. ill, 17. be 
bright 
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bright as the day. * - will expand the 
heart, and holrneſs bloſſom as the roſe. The 
life will be vocal of tlie Redeemer's praiſe, 
and death, even death itſelf peaceful in his 
toll embrace—_—* O bleſſed Jeſus! reveal 
„thy glory to mine eye, and ſhed abroad 
« thy love in my heart. Cauſe me to reſt 
completely ſatisfied in thy undertaking, as 
<< the fulfilling end of the law; and enable 
me to live upon thy inexhauſtible fulneſs. 
Empty me of every ſe//-dependence, and 
« make me truly humble. Shew me the 
beauty of Holineſs, as delineated in thy 
«© moſt perfect pattern; and help me to copy 
it in my own conduct. Raiſe my affections 
to heavenly things, and grant me the 
abiding earneſt of my eternal inheritance. — 
Then, though in a finful world and a 
militant ſtate ; though haraſſed with bo- 
ins pain, or pinched with worldly pover- 
s I ſhall not only be ſafe but happy. 
4 The ſlaviſh fears of damnation ſhall be 
far diſtant, and the beams of celeſtial joy 
ſhall ſhine into my ſoul. —Then, ye ſons 
of ſenſuality and children of pride, ye may 
take your ſordid pleaſures and boaſt of 
your tinſel honours. I ſhall neither covet 
* your lawleſs mirth, nor envy your ſound- 
ing titles. Being dead to the law, and 
alive to my God; being ſafe in the hands 
„of my Saviour, and bleſt with a ſenſe of 
his love; having death in remembrance, 


'E | and 
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„“ and heaven in view; I deſpiſe your mean 
+ purſuits, and abhor your illicit enjoyments. 
„ While the world are {ſatisfied with the 
*. feather of fading honours, and the frorh 
6 of periſhing pleaſures; be it thy concern, 
O my ſoul! to glorify Him, who died for 
C fhee 4 roſe again. Then ſhall  ſubftan- 
et tial pleaſures be thy preſent enjoyment, 
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1 and fading honours thy eternal crown.”. 


SE 0 *. IV. 
Of the law, as dead to believers. 


TAVI NG ſhown that Believers are 40 to 
the law, we ſhall now conſider the J 
as dead to them. Whoever is dead to the 
law, as a covenant; the law, under that con- 
ſideration, is dead to him. As the relation is 
mutual, while it ſubſiſts at all, ſo is the 
"death. —Conſidered as the offspring of Adam, 
we are born under the law, as a covenant: 
we look to it for life, and continue in that 
fituation while unregenerate.—But, when the 
Spirit. of God enlightens the mind to diſcern 
our ſtate, and awakens the conſcience to ap- 
| neo our danger; all our expectations of 
ife by it being blaſted, and having fled to 
Jeſus as the end of the Jaw, and-taken ſhelter 
under another covenant ;. then we are no 
longer under its rigorous commands, nor any 


more liable to its awful curſe. It is dead, 


Bak > mand 
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and our deliverance from it is complete and 
_ gloriaus. 

This comfortable truth we are taught, by 
the pen of inſpiration, in the epiſtle of Paul 
to the Romans. Thus we read; Know ye not 
brethren (for I ſpeak to them that know the 
law} how that the law hath dominion over a 
man as long as he (or rather = * hiveth. For 
the woman which bath an huſband, is bound 
the law to her huſband, ſo long as he liveth + 
but if the huſband be dead, ſhe is logſed from 
the law of her huſband. So then, if while ber 
huſband liveth, ſhe be married to another man, 
e ſhall be called an adultreſs : but if her hufs 
band be dead, ſhe is free from that law; fo that 
ſhe is no adultreſs, though ſhe be married to an- 
other man.—Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo 
are become dead to the law by the body of Chriſt, 
that he ſhould be married to another, even to 
Him who is raiſed from the dead. But now 
wwe are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherem we were held f. — On this remark 
able patlage we may obſerve; That the di- 
vine law, by an uſual figure of ſpeech, is 
deſcribed as a perſon. . It is compared to a 
huſband, to whom ſome are married, and to 
whom others are dead. To the law, in its 


That the apoſtle here deſigns the lau, not the man, 
has been obſerved by many. And, ſo underſtood, it ſeems 
much better to agree with the followi ing illuſtration, and 

with the /coþe of the place in A8 
a I Rom. vii. I, 2, 3, 4: 6 
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covenant-form, men naturally cleave, as a 
wife to her huſband. To it they look for 
relief, and on it they depend for ſalvation. 
Their hopes of happineſs and fears of miſery 
riſe and fall, in exact proportion to that obe- 
dience, they Suppoſe themſelves to perform, 
in conformity to its commands; or the con- 
eiauſneſi they have of their diſobedience to 
it.— Such expectations and fears prove, that 
they are alive to it; and that infers, that 27 3 
is alive to them. And while alive to them, 

it has dominion over them. — This dominion 

is abſolute. It extends to all the powers of 

the mind, and all the members of the body; 

to all the imaginations of the heart, and all 

their efe&s in the life. And it requires, on 

the dreadful peril of 1 incurring its {evereſt diſ- 

pleaſure and ſuffering its heavieſt curſe, that 
all theſe in every inſtance and perpetually, 
ſhould perfectly correſpond with its righteous | 
 demands.—'T his the apoſtle illuſtrates in the 
following manner. For the women which hath 
an huſband, is bound by the law to her huſband, 
Jo long as he liveth. In like manner, all-who 
are alive to the law and married to it, are 
bound to obey it in, all things, ſo long as it 
_hves. Nothing but death can diſſolve the 
obligation. Either the law, as a huſband, mult 
die to the ſinner; or the finner, as wedded 
to the law, muſt die to it, before he can be 
looſed from its rigorous commands, or he 
freed from its tremendous threatenings. And 

10 that 
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that this 7209/91 death takes place, as to the 
law and the regenerate man, the unerring 
writer proceeds to aſlert.—But i her bufband 
be dead, ſhe 1s looſed from the law of her huſ- 
band. For as that relation on which the law 
was founded, is entirely diſſolved and extinct, 
by the huſband's death; ſo the law itſelf _ 
muſt unayoidably and abſolutely ceaſe, toge- 
ther with all its conſequences. And as the 
wife has no farther expectations of aſſiſtance 
from him, he being dead; ſo ſhe has no 
longer any fear of incurring his diſpleaſure.— 
Being thus ſet free from her former huſband, 
ſhe 1s entirely at liberty to marry another 
man, without being CHEE with the 
crime of adultery. 

Now the apoſtle proceeds to apply the 
compariſon. Wherefore, my brethren, juſt 


ſuch is your caſe. The law, as a huſband, 


was once alive, and had dominion over you; 
but now it is dead. Ye alſo were once alive 
to the law, but are now become dead to it. 
Having ſeen its infinite purity, and felt its 
killing power *, ye were obliged to ac- 
knowledge, that ye could not be juſtified 
by it. Forced, though reluctant, ye quitted 
your ſclf-righteous hopes. But, having heard 
the glorious goſpel, and being enabled, by 
the facred Spirit, to behold 7he body of Chri oft ; 
that body which the Son of God alu e, 


or. ik G3: 
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when he condeſcended to be made ler the 


law; and viewing the glory of that obedience 
which he wrought out, and the greatneſs of 
thoſe ſufferings which he underwent, in that 
immaculate body, to ſatisfy the law and 
juſtify ſinners; with the utmoſt readineſs ye 

renounced your own righteouſneſs, Having 
found Jeſus, the pearl of great price, and in 
him all that ye want, ye freely aue, exe. 
your former pleas.— Thus ye became dead to 
the law, that ye ſhould be married to another 
and a better huſband; even to HIM who 
died on the croſs to atone for your ſins, and 
#s raiſed from the dead to preſent you com- 


Plete. Yes, my brethren, that adorable Per- 


{on, is now become the object of your ſtrong- 
eſt affection and your chaſte regards. To 
Him ye look for every aſſiſtance ; on Him 
Je depend for all your ſalvation. — This be- 
ing our happy caſe, we are naw DELIVERED 


From the law. Its dominion over us is en- 
tirely ceaſed. It has no more authority to 


demand obedience from us, more or leſs, as 
the condition of life; or to denounce a curſe 


upon us for diſobedience. Nor can it be 


otherwiſe with us, as belieyers, or with the 


Jaw, as a covenant. For the inſpired author 


adds, as a reaſon of his former aſſertion; 
That being DEAD wherein we were held, We 
were baund, by the law, to finleſs obedience. 


That was the leaſt it required. And, for 


non- performance, it Sed us accurſed. Thus 
1 | | {5 We 
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we were held, by it and under it. But now 
it is dead. The obligation we were under to 
perfect, perſonal obedience, as the condition 
of life, is therefore cancelled. Nor are we 
any longer obnoxious to its penal ſanction. 
HFappy deliverance ! Wonderful grace! 
- Such is the purport of this important pa- 
ragraph.— Nor has the law, as a covenant, 
the leaſt right to complain. For this way of 
deliverance from its high demands and rigo- 
rous ſanction, is as equitable in itſelf, as it is 
comfortable to the believer. Its precepts were 
not given, nor its curſe denounced, in vain. 
For though the choſen of God were utterly 
unable to perform the one or ſuffer the other, 
in their own perſons; yet, in their Head, 
Repreſentative and Surety, its precepts were 
inviolably kept, and on him its curſe was 
fully executed. It was entirely on their be- 
half, that the Eternal Word became incarnate. 
It was in their name and in their Read, that 
he obeyed the commands of the law, and ;/uf- 
fered its penalty. And all this being accord- 
ing to the eternal compact, in the counſels of 
heaven, and to manifeſt the riches of divine 
grace in the ſalvation of the guilty; it is 
imputed to them, they are inveſted with it. 
Theirs it was, in the d%gn of God, before 
they had a being, or time began; which ſe- 
0 cured them from final condemnation, Theirs 
it is, in the happy enjoyment, when dead to 
the law ; which trees them from {laviſh fears, 
. | E 4 Which 
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which produces in them a holy liberty and 
heavenly joy. Theirs it is, to juſtify and 
ſave; to render complete in the eye of the 
law, and eternally bleſſed 1 in the fruition of 
£309.7 

While ſinners are alive to the 15 and the: 
law has dominion over them, its requiſitions 
are high and its language is terrible. But, 
when dead to it, and when they commence 
behevers, it addreſſes them in a milder tone 
and with ſweeter accents. Viewing them in 
Jetus, its pacific language is; 1] own myſelf 
« entirely fulfilled ; 1 acknowledge myſelf 
completely fatisfied. True it is, my nature 
is not in the leaſt altered; my require- 
ments are not at all abated. My end, as 
15 commanding, is ſtill a perfect righteouſ- 
„ neſs +; my end, as vzolated, is ftill ex- 
ce treme puniſhment *. I cannot but require, 
“perfect love to God, perfect love to man, 
and perfect holineſs, both in heart and life. 
« Never abating the leaſt tittle of theſe my 
CL requirements, I denounce the curſe on 
« eyery offender, and on the leaſt departure 
“ from abſolute perfection. But here, be- 
* Heyers, is your fafety, and this is your 
comfort; that my precepts have been fully 
% obeyed by Jeſus, your Saviour. This obe- 
$ dience I conſider, as far ſuperior to the 


6 ein innocence of your frſt father, while 
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The law dead to believers. C 
in the bowers of paradiſe, or the ſanctity 
of angels in the glory of heaven. It is 
poſſeſſed of infinite worth, and by it I am 
highly magnified}. —This is your comfort, 
believers ; that the curſe due to your fins, 
has been executed on your moſt holy 


Surety. And his ſufferings were more 
than tantamount to your eternal miſery. 
And as he performed that matchleſs obe- 


dience, and underwent thoſe unparalleled 
ſufferings, in your nature and profeſſedly 
in your ſtead ; I am thoroughly fatisfied, 


and you are completely juſtified. Ne 
though I can never diſpenſe with any fault, 


or connive at any infirmity ; yet I behold 
all your faults laid on Immanuel: I be- 


hold all his righteouſneſs put upon you. 


And on hrs account, I acquit you from 


gult; I aceept you as righteous ; and pro- 


nounce you worthy of eternal life —Hail! 
ye highly favoured of the Lord! Ye are 
wiſe; ye are ſafe; ye are happy. My 
Author and your God, has pronounced you 
bleſſed ; and ſhall I ſeek to reverſe it? Your 
Redeemer has died, your Redeemer is riſen; 
and ſhall I diſpute whether ſatisfaction was 
made? How fhall I curſe, whom the Lord 


hath not curſed ? Or how ſhall I defy, whom 
the Lord hath not defied ?” — Such is the 


language of the divine law, to every believer 


+ la. li, 21. 


in 
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in . : with which juſtice acquieſces, 
while both agree to expedite and aſcertain _ 
eternal ſalvation ||. 

What reaſon then, has the believer to re- 
| joice with joy unſpeakab le and Full. of glory? 
Jo rejoice, not in himſelf, but in the Lord 
HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS. Joy in the Lord is 
his exalted privilege +, and thankfulneſs to 
God, ſhould be his conſtant bufineſs. For, 
in the Redecmer's obedience, he is not only 


rdoned and freed from puniſhment ; but is 


alſo the object of divine complacency.—— 
Though in himſelf, lothſome with impurity, 
and foul as the dunghill; laden with guilt, 
and obnoxious to ruin; yet, being intereſted 
in rhis moſt excellent righteouſneſs, and 
veſted with this moſt beautiful robe; he is 
pronounced righteous by infinite juſtice, and 
declared abſolutely fair, in the eye of Om- 
niſcience * . —While alive to the law, the 
righteouſneſs in which he truſted, was but 


filthy rags. It could neither procure pardon 


for his fins, nor peace for his conſcience; 
neither adorn him for the glory of heaven, 


nor ſcreen him from the vengeance of hell. 
But this — being wrought, finiſhed, and in- 
finitely ennobled, by our incarnate God—this, 


O believer! is all in all. By this you have 
pardon of fin, and peace with your Maker; : 


HER. Lett. toWesr.. 194,138. + Philip. iv. 4x 


Numb. xxiii. 21. Jer. l. 20, Cant. iv. 7. Eph. v. 27. 


Cl i. 22. | 


3 GEES 7 


The la dead to believers. 75 


are delivered from death, and entitled to glory. 
By this you are made meet for the marriage- 
| ſupper of the Lamb, and in it ſhall ſhine to 
all eternity. „ EC 
And, leſt any awakened ſinner ſhould com- 
plain; Though the righteouſneſs be infi- 
« nitely glorious, it is quite out of my 
5 reach,” be it obſerved : That the righte- 
ouſneſs itſelf and all the bleſſings connected 
with it, are the gifts of freeff grace. And 
they are all deſigned, not to aiſtinguiſb merit, 
but to enrich the indigent and relieve the mi- 
ſerable.—Come then, trembling ſinner ; ſee- 
ing your poverty and feeling your miſery, 
you have an indiſputable right to rely on the 
_ righteouſneſs and expect the bleſſings. The 
divine declaration excludes zone, no not the 
vileſt, that are willing to come to Jeſus J. 
The moſt enormous crimes and the greateſt 
unworthineſs, are no objection at all, on the 
part of the Saviour. Why then ſhould they 
be a diſcouragement to you? Remember, it 
1s grace to which you mult apply for relief ; 
and grace, in the very nature of things, has 
no concern, but with the anworthy.—It is 
alvation, a great ſalvation, you want. And 
who are the proper objects of ſuch a favour ? 
The holy? the righteous ? thoſe who can 
help themſelves ? No: but the guilty ; the 
miſerable ; the damnable. Thete—let the 


+ John vi. 37 Matt, xi. 28, 
 deſponding 
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deſponding hear and rejoice! and let the ouch 
of proud infidelity be for ever ſtopped—theſe 
are the proper objects of a great, a gracious, 
a divine ſalvation. On ſuch, grace, will be 
magnified. From ſuch, Immanuel will have 
the glory which is due to his ſacred and 
charming name, Jzsus.—May the Lord the 
Spirit, whoſe office it is to lead into all truth, 

and to glorify Chriſt, direct 878 reader's en- 
quiries, and ſatisfy his doubts ! May he die 
to the law and all ſelf-righteous hopes! Then 
ſhall the law be dead to him. And, being 
married to the heavenly Bridegroom; inte- 
reſted in his perſon, and endowed with his 
infinite riches ; he ſhall bring forth fruit unto 
God +. His ſoul ſhall be peaceful, and his. 
life uſeful. Here, he ſhall be attended with 
inviolable ſafety ; hereafter, he ſhall enjoy 
yautterable blits. 


+ Rom. vii. 4, 
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SECT v. 


Believer s dead to the law, that they might live 
to God. 


S b. perhaps, may be ready to infer; : 
«© 'That if believers are dead to the law, 
and the law be dead to them, then they 
are at full liberty to /ve as they pleaſe. 
„They may fin without control from the 
law, and without any remorſe of conſcience. 
„ Their own obedience, being no condition 
* of their pardon and juſtification ; ; having 
no hand in procuring the favour of God, 
„ or the ſalvation of their ſouls; there is no 
« occaſion for it. They may launch out into 
« licentiouſneſs, and their fate be equally 
„ ſafe, their end equally happy; as if they 
« were diligent in the performance of duty, 
and ſtrictly ſelf-denying.“ —In anſwer to 
ſuch an ignorant cavil, and in confutation of 
ſuch a falſe ſurmiſe, I ſhall only obſerve; That 
the great apoſtle has drawn a very different 
concluſion from the /ame premiſes. For he 
ſays, I am dead to the law, that I might — 
what? commit iniquity with greedineſs, and 
ſin with impunity ? By no means. But, tat 
T might LIVE UN TO GoD. 
'The glory of God is the ultimate end of 
our exiſtence itſelf, and of all we enjoy. All 
the diſpenſations of his providence, and de 
EIS / the 
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the bleſſings of his grace, perfectly harmonize 
in accompliſhing - grand deſign. But the 
bleſſings of grace, being much more glorious 
in themſelves, more beneficial to us, and truly 


aſtoniſbing in the manner of their communi- 
cation; are more fully adapted to anſwer that 


ſacred purpoſe. In ſuch a light the behever 
views them. As calculated to anſwer ſo high 
an end, he delights in them, and is thankful 
for them.—And as living to God is his duty, 
ſo he eſteems it his privilege, and deſires to 
make it his conſtant Su ε 


The perſons, of whom we ſpeak, are ſaid 


2: live. They hve, not only an animal and 
a rational, but alfo a ſpzr:tual life. This life 


they received from Chriſt. As it is written; 


The hour is coming and now is, when the dead 
in fin /hall hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and they that hear ſhall live +, And as they 
received their life from him, ſo it is main- 
tained by him. Its continuance; together 
with 1 its vigour and exerciſe, depend on their 
union with him, and the communications of 
grace from him *.— They live by faith. For 
thus faith the Lord; The . the truly righ- 
teous, ſhall live; mall enjoy all their comfort 
and perform all their obedience, by faith ||. 
And that we might not be at a loſs to deter- 


mine what faith it is by which they live, the 


2 ___—_ informs us when he ſays ; I live by the 


S Khao» as. - * John xiv. 18. Þ Rom. i. 17. 
1 faith 
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that they might hve to God. 79 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himſelf for me J. I live by the faith of 
Him, whoſe love to me was great and un- 
paralleled, and abſolutely inexpreſſible in any 
other way than by its amazing effects, in 
giving himſelf up, as a ſurety for me, to the 
ſtroke of juſtice and the death of the croſs. 
It is from Him, as my glorious Subſtitute, | 
I derive my peace: it is Him, as en 
complete, I depend for my all. 

Again: They live not to themſelves, in 
the gratification of their ſinful appetites; not 
to the world, in conforming to its corrupt 
cuſtoms and ſeeking their happineſs in it 
but 79 God. As they hve a life of fazzh on 
the adored Redeemer, which affords peace to 
their fouls ; ſo they hve a life of obedience to 
their heavenly Father, which brings glory to 
his eternal name. This obedience includes, 
a real love to him, and a conſcientious con- 
formity to his commands. lt includes a real 
love to him. The chriſtian loves God, as he 
is in himſelf, an infinitely amiable Bein 
and as he is to him, an infinitely gracious, 
and beneficent Being. He who does not /ove 
the Lord, certainly « cannot /zve to him. For 
we can never be ſaid, with propriety, to live 
fo any particular perſon, or for any particular 
end; unleſs our affections be {ct on the perſon, 
and the bent of our deſires be to attain the 


4 Gal. ii. 20. 
: end. 
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end.— But, as the ſinner who is dead to the 
law, as the behever who is marred to Jeſus ; 
beholds the glory of God in the perſon and 
work of the Saviour; ſo he cannot but love 
him with a ſupreme affection. The attri- 
butes of Deity ſhining through that won- 
derful medium, and the veil of 1gnorance 
and unbelief being removed; he bows before 
the infinite Majeſty, and reveres his tran- 
ſcendent perfections, as thus diſplayed. In 
the great Immanuel they all appear, awfully 
glorious, yet ſupremely amiable.— On the 
croſs, as an amazing theatre, he beholds, 
mercy and truth meeting together ; righteouſneſs 
and peace kiſſing each other. There he beholds, 
veracity executing her ſevereſt threatenings, 
with an impartial hand; and /ove performing 
her choiceſt promiſes, with the greateſt ala- 
crity. Juſtice aſſerting her rights, and mercy 
diſpenſing her pardons... Tremendous wrath 
revealed, and ſovereign grace exalted, It is 
here he learns the divine character; THE 
JusT GoD AND THE SAVIOUR. 2 
Beholding the condeſcenſion and love of 
the ſuffering Surety, and his amazing tranſ- 
actions on the croſs; he at once admires his 
perſon and confides in his work. He admires 
his perſon, as altogether lovely. He confides 
in his work, as abſolutely complete. In Jeſus 
he beholds the glory of the true God. This 
glory attracts his adoring regards, and com- 
mands his ſincereſt love. The more he ſees 


of 


that they might live to God. 81 
of his God, and the more he loves him. And 
it is his greateſt concern, that he does not love 
him with a more intenſe and feady affection. 
The burden of his foul frequently is, that he 
ſhould be guilty of ſuch gratitude to that 
ſublime and beneficent Being, whoſe infinite 
_ excellencies deſerve all poſſible love. Whoſe 
boundleſs grace and immenſe liberality to an 
unworthy object, lay him under additional 
and eternal obligations to make a complete 
and everlaſting ſurrender of his heart to him. 
Ihe love of God being ſhed abroad in his 
heart by the Holy Spirit, he loves and adores 
his Maker. And the imperfections attending 
his warmeſt affection to his Father and his 
God, become the matter of his daily forrow 
and penitential acknowledgment at the throne 
of grace. Now he ſees the propriety of the 
apoſtolic maxim; We love him becauſe he firft 
loved us. This divine flame being kindled in 
his breaſt, he begins to live to his God. The 
language of his heart is; What ſhall I render 
fo the Lord for all his benefits ? 
That glorious grace, which has laid fo firm 
a foundation in the death of Chriſt for the 
ce of his conſcience, and formed in his 
e. the nobleſt principle for producing a 
willing and acceptable obedience ; teaches and 
enables him to yield a conſcientious confor- 
mity to the divine commands. — Being bought 
with a price, he now conſiders himſelf as the 
Lord's. The powers of his mind, and the 
© members 
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members of his body; the talents with which 
he is endowed, and the time with which he 
is indulged ; all that he zs and all that he has; 
he freely acknowledges to belong to his God. 
As poſſeſſed of the powers of reaſon, and 
ſurrounded with the bleſſings of providence, 
he diſcerns his obligations to his bountiful 
Creator and kind Preſerver, in a much 
ſtronger light than before he was wont to do. 
His rational faculties, which he before de- 
| baſed to ſubſerve inglorious deſigns in the 
fervice of ſatan, he now deſires to devote to 
his Maker. The favours of providence he 
once abuſed to the gratification of abominable 
luſts, and proſtituted to the vileſt purpoſes; 
he now endeavours to improve to the honour 
of their liberal Donor. —Being conſcious, that 
he is %% than the leaſt of all the divine mercies, 
that it is free favour from whence they all 
proceed, and that he is accountable to God 
for the uſe or abuſe of them; he is careful 
to huſband them well, and to perform the 
part of a faithful ſteward in the uſe of his 
temporal enjoyments, that in ſo doing he 
may obtain the approbation of his Lord. 
Now the poor among the people of God, 
whom he once over-looked and deſpiſed, have 
his compaſſionate regards and receive relief 
from his hand. This he does for the ſake, 
and in the name of his Saviour: being well 
perſuaded that he will conſider it as done to 
Bux 4 „ ue 
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himſelf +.—The cauſe of Chriſt and the 
cauſe of religion in general, he 1s ready 
to ſupport, according to his ability. Re- 
membering that JESUS is the deareſt of 
names, and his the beſt of cauſes; with 
chearfulneſs he lends a helping hand, as pro- 
vidence calls and duty requires. — Being enno- 
bled with that honour which comes from God, 
and an heir of eternal riches; he is not fond 
of worldly diſtinctions, nor anxious about 
tranſitory wealth. If he abounds in riches, 
he conſiders himſelf as only intruſted with 


them by the great Lord of all, for fartger 


uſefulneſs. If, by a reverſe of fortune, he 
fink into poverty, he patiently bears it ; 
knowing that he who gave the abundance, 
has a right to take it away whenever he 
pleaſes. Beheving the promiſe, I will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee ; he knows that all 


things ſhall work together for his good. The 


Almighty is become a guarantee for his ſafety, 
and he conſides in him. Jehovah is his por- 
tion, and he is ſatigſied with it. — Thus he 
lives to God, in the enjoyment and uſe of pro- 
vidential favours, in proportion as faith and 
love are in exerciſe. 
| Farther: He lives to God and enjoys com- 
munion with him, in the appointments of his 
Houſe and the ordinances of divine worſhip. 
Theſe facred inſtitutions, while alive to the 


+ Matt. xxv. 35, . 
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law and unregenerate, were attended by him 
as dry duties and formal ſervices. To behold 
the glory of Chriſt, and to feaſt upon his 
fulneſs; to have the preſence of God, and 
rejoice in the light of his countenance ; theſe 
were things he neither expected nor could 
deſire. But now, nothing ſhort of this will 
fatisfy his ſoul. He will leave the houſe of 
God and the exerciſes of the cloſet with a 
heavy heart and go mourning away, if he has 
not beheld his Beloved and had ſome degree 
of nearneſs to him *. The goſpel is a joy- 
ful ſound in his ears, and a reviving cordial 
to his drooping ſpirits. On the unadulterated 
milk of the word he feeds with delight, and 
his very ſoul is refreſhed by it T“. 
Yet too often, alas, when engaged in di- 
vine worſhip, he finds that his thoughts 
wander, and his pious affections are dull: 
the corruptions of his heart work, and ſatan 
attacks him with horrid. ſuggettions : all 
which interrupt his communion with God, 
and fill his foul with grief. — He is fully con- 
vinced, by repeated experience, that the beſt 
of his duties are defiled with ſin, and utterly 
unworthy of divine acceptance. Vea, ſuch 
is the ſenſe which he has of their ſhameful 
defects, that ſometimes he is tempted to 
think, they are more likely to provoke the 
abhorrence, than gain the approbation of Je- 


* Pſalms Ixiii. 1, 2. and Ixxxiv. a 2. Cant. v. 6. 
= 1 Pet. ii. 2. 


f 1 55 hovah. 


that they Ts live 70 God. | 85 


hovah. Vet he does not, he cannot entirely 
omit them, even in thoſe gloomy moments.— 
In ſuch unhappy ſeafons he is too apt to for- 
get, that his ſervices, as well as his perſon, 
are accepted only in the Beloved. As our 
perſons are abominably ſinful, and our ſer- 
vices extremely imperfect ; ſo if thoſe be not 
cleanſed by atoning blood, and Zhe/e preſented 
by the hand of the great Interceſſor, there 
can be no acceptance for the one or the other. 
But if our perſons be waſhed, in that ſacred 
fountain which was opened for fin and un- 
cleanneſs; if our duties be preſented by the A 
hand of our exalted High-prieſt, and per- 
fumed with the incenſe of his mediation “; 
then the acceptance of both is certain. So 
that our acceptance with God in every mo 
both as to perſons and ſervices, is only 
Chriſt, and for the fake of his work. It is 
in him as our head, and for the ſake of that 
work which he finiſhed on the croſs, that 
our fins are pardoned and our perſons ac- 
cepted. It is in him, and in virtue of his 
interceſſion, that -our moſt righteous per- 
formances meet with the leaſt approbation 
from an holy Ged. Theſe are the ground 
of the belicver's confidence, both as to the 
; Jafety of his ſtate, and the acceptance of his 
luties. 
The ch riſtian, having a an abiding and feeling 
fenke that ſuch are his imperfections, frequently 
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confeſſes them at the throne of grace, and on 
their account is deeply humbled. But, 
though humbled in the duſt for them, he 
does not deſpair. For, being dead to the 
law, he is enabled to look to Jeſus his hea- 
venly bridegroom. And having a freſh ap- 
RI. of atoning blood to his conſcience, 
e is delivered from laviſh fear and ſtrength- 
ened for future duty. As a guilty finner he 
comes again aud again, to the ſacred, ſancti- 
fying ſtream, which flowed from the wounds 
of a crucified Saviour; and in this way he 
maintains peace in his mind. As inſuffi- 
cient to perform any duty, to ſubdue any cor- 
ruption, or reſiſt any temptation ; he earneſt- 
ly ſeeks the aids of the Spirit. Thus the 
blood of the croſs and 1 5 ſpirit of Chriſt, 
enable him to live ear to God, as com- 
pletely juſtified to the honour of God, as 
partly ſanctified. 
Nor is the believer band with paying a 
duc regard to the public appointments of reli- 
| ion, and living to God in attending upon 
them. His deſire is, to cultivate a corre- 
ſpondence with his heavenly Father, in the 
* and in the c/o/et ; at all times and in 
all places. Conſcious that he is ever under 
the eye of Omniſcience, and always in the 
preſence of Him who ſearches the heart; he 
pays a particular regard to the 77ward frame 
of his mind; nor does he obſerve, without 
grief, the moſt ſecret workings of inbred cor- 
| ruption, 
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ruption. For he knows, that the leaſt devia- 
tion from the holy law, is a ſin: that the 
leaſt fin, is abhorred by Infinite Purity, and 
abſolutely inexpiable by any atonement, but 
that which was made by the great Meſſiah. 
His habitual deſire therefore is, to avoid ſin, 
as the greateſt of evils; and to follow after 
Rulinsſs; as the moſt deſirable thing.— He 
does not think it ſufficient to be free from 
ſcandalous vices, or to abſtain from ſuch 
things as would injure his religious character 
among his fellow-profetlors ; his elevated aim 
18, ſo to live to God and fo to walk with 
him here, as ſhall bear the neareſt reſemblance 

to the buſineſs and the bliſs of the. ſaints in 
light, that the-preſent imperfect ſtate will 
admit. That ineffable glory, the fruition of 
which he expects in the upper world, he de- 
fires, in ſome degree, to partake even here, 
by anticipation. Nor are theſe deſires in vain. 
For, as he his dead to the law, and lives to 
God; as he believes in Jeſus, and walks in 
the ways of holineſs; he enjoys the ſiniles of 
Jehovah's rh and taſtes the ſweets 
of celeſtial joy. He poſſeſſes an infallible 
earneſt, and has a delight prelibation, of 
the expected happineſs. 


He remembers that his duration here is 


thort, and the time of his exit extremely uns 


certain. This is a ſpur to diligence in the per- 
formance of duty, and an incentive te watch - 
kulneſs againſt the inſurrections of indwelling 
b „ ſin, 
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ſin, and the incurſions of outward tempta- 
tion.— Such being his ſituation, his habitual 
deſire is, to perform the commandments of 
God with the greateſt punctuality, and as 
under the divine inſpection: to fill up every 
ſtation in life, with the higheſt credit to his 
holy profeſſion; and to render himſelf uſeful 
to all around him, by a heavenly conduct and 
a ſhining example, fo long as he lives. — To 
be found ready when his Lord ſhall come; 
to be found wakeful, with his lamp trimmed 
and burning, when the Bridegroom calls; 
is a matter of infinite importance in his 
eſteem. T 
Once more: As it is the deſire of bim * 
ves to God, thus to ſpend lis time and thus 
to perform his duty; ſo his principal end in 
all is, rhe glory of God. This courſe of obe- 
dience and ſelf-denial, is not intended to gain 
the divine favour, or procure the great inhe- 
ritance; but for the Honour of his infinite 
Benefactor.— Par don of all ſin, and complete 
reconciliation with our offended Maker; de- 
liverance from the wrath. to come, and a 
hope of future felicity ; are not 'procured by 
ſuch feeble endeavours, but granted, freely 
granted, by omnipotent grace. Of this the 
man who lives to God, is fully perſuaded ; 
therefore he has not the moſt diſtant thought of 
procuring them, by any thing which he can 
do. But gratitude to the dying Redeemer, 
ga love to the bleſſed God, being the united 
= | "ul 
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and powerful principle from which he acts; 
the glory of the ſupreme Cauſe, and the ho- 
nour of the divine Mediator, conſtitute the 
exalted end. This is the higheſt end, of 
which we can conceive. The inhabitants of 
the heavenly world, in all their wonderful 
| orders and in all their nobleſt ſervices, can 
aim at nothing ſuperior. Yet with ſuch 
views, ſublime as they are, ought the believer 
invariably to act; in performing every duty, 

in reſiſting every temptation, and in bearing 
every hardſhip, which may attend his pro- 
greſs in a courſe of fincere piety. And with 
ſuch views he will act, in proportion as his 
mind is enhghted. and faith is in-exerciſe. 
And now, reader, what is the tenoyr of your 
Wem ? To what, or to whom do you /ve? 
Is it the immenſely glorious God! or is it 

yourſelf and the world On what have you 
placed your affections? to whom have you 
devoted. your heart? Remember who it 1s 
that makes the tender and righteous demand; 
My ſon, give Me thy heart. His infinite ex- 
, cellencies require it of you; as a man. And, 
if a believer, your obligations are unſpeakably | 
heightened. For, as ſuch, you are an chject 


' : of redeeming love, and a faber of regene- 


rating grace. You are not your own ; you are 

bought with a price. — If then you profeſs 
yourſelf a chriſtian, conſider the purport of that 
profeſſion. By laying claim to the honour- 
able character, you profeſs to live to God. 


at How 
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How glorious the character! How noble the 
profeſſion! Diſgrace not that holy name, by 
which you are called. Diſhonour not that 
Efe, you profeſs to lead. Leſt you pierce 
- yourſelf through with many ſorrows, and 
cauſe the enemies of the croſs to triumph. - : 
- Awful it is to think, how many there are 
who beur the chriſtian character and profeſs 
to believe the goſpel, who yet are far from 
Bing to God. The world has their hearts. 
It engroſſes their warmeſt affections. The 
| uage of their conduct is; Who will 
* thew us any Zemporal Good? Or, 
* Where fhall we find any carnal plea- 
„ fare?” —Such would do well to remember, 
that to mind earthly things; to be lovers of 
pleaſure, more than lovers of God; are the 
characters of the profane, in the facred wri- 
tings. Such, whoever they be, are the 
enemies of God; and, in the moſt emphati- 
cal ſenſe, the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt +. 
The ſtate of ſuch is extremely dangerous; 
and, if grace prevent not, eternal deſtruction 
will be their portion. —Reader ! is this your 
_ -eafe? If fo, you ought either to reform your 
conduct, or renounce every pretence to chriſ- 
tianity. You cannot obey God and mam- 
mon. You cannot ſerve Chriſt and the 
world. They are oppoſite maſters and have 
oppoſite intereſts. If you profeſs to be dead 
» Philip. in. 19. 2 Tim. it. 4. f Jam. iv. 4. 
Philip. ili, 18. 7] OE e 9:0 
Nn | to 


that they might live to God. 9x 
to the law, as a covenant ; you muſt live to 
God, or you contradi& yourſelf and blaſ- 
pheme the goſpel. —Do not imagine that 
your ſtate is ſafe, becauſe you have adopted 
an orthodox ſyſtem of ſentiments, and have 
a clear and conſiſtent view of the capital doc- 
trines of divine revelation. Such ſentiments 
you may embrace; ſuch a conſiſtent view of 
divine truths you may have: and yet remain 
a hardened rebel againſt your Maker, and be 
aſcandal to the dear Redeemer's cauſe. You 
may be wile in theory and right in your docy 
trinal principles, while your ſoul is in jeo- 
pardy, and the tenour of your conduct fatally 
wrong. For it is a certain truth, that our 
religious knowledge will be of no farther uſe 
to ourſelves, than as it elevates our affections 
to heavenly things, meliorates our tempers, 
and rectifies our conduct. You may attend 
on a preached goſpel, be a member of the 
pureſt viſible church, and have a ſeat at the 
Lord's table ; yet after all, die unregenerate 
and be eternally loſt. — Think then, O car- 
nal profeſſor! what a ſhocking figure you 
will make, among the many millions of the 
damned, if, at kaff, you ſhould periſh. The 
caſe of impenitent Jeus or idolatrous Hea- 
thens, who go to that place of torment, will 
not be ſo awful as yours. To think of one 
who had often heard the goſpel, who pro- 
feſſed to believe its ſublime and glorious doc- 
trines, and had frequently partook of the me- 
Cr oe i ey morals 
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morials of the body and blood of Chriſt; to 
think. of ſuch an one, not living to God but 
in allowed iniquity and dying in unbelief, is 
awful indeed! For the glorious goſpel he ſo 
often heard, will be to him he ſavour of 
death unto death; and the ſuperior Know- 
ledge, of which 22 might boaſt, will give 
a dreadful emphaſis to his torment, and àg- 
gravate his cternal ruin. It is greatly to be 
feared that, in the end, r ſuch well. be 
found ; and take heed, reader! chat vou be 
not one of them. 
Again: Do you profeſs, not only to be 
dead to the law and to believe the goſpel, but 
alſo to /ive to God ? If fo, what is. the priu- 
eiple of your obedience, and what is the end 
for which you perform it? Is /e/f-love the 
principle, and /e/f-preſervation tlie end? or, 
the hve of God, and the glory of his eternal 
name? If the rer! you are yet alive to 
the law: if the latter, it is the obedience 
which God accepts. Love to Him, whoſe 
perfections are infinite; love to Him, whoſe 
grace is unbounded; is the fruitful and de- 
lightful ſource of every g good work. — But, as 
we love the Lord only in proportion as we 
know him, let it be your conſtant concern to 
increaſe in your acquaintance with him. To 
that end, ſtudy the croſs of Chriſt. For 
there the glories of the Godhead ſhine there 
they are diſplayed in the cleareſt manner, 
and appear with a winning aſpect. Theſe 
glories 
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glories beheld, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 


will have a transforming influence. You will 


Jive your God ; you will deſire to be Je him. 


This will make duty eaſy. - This will make 
the way of holineſs delightful. You will hate 
ſin, not only as condemning, but alſo as filthy 
and abominable.—Then, out of gratitude to 
the bleeding Jeſus, and with a view 'to the 
glory of the Lord Jehovah, you will defire to 
obey every divine precept. Then you will not 
only 7a/k about living to God, as being a 
duty; but you will exemplify it in your own 
conduct. You will make it appear that you 
love Him, and that it is your main. buſineſs 
to glorify Him. And except you evidence 
this, in ſome degree, all your pretenſions to 
vital religion and primitive ANY | 
Vain. 
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| That We — be dead to the law, as a covenant, 
before ĩoe can live to God, in poly ang ac- 


Cept table obedience. 


AVING already derer that the great 

end deſigned by our being dead to the 
law, is, that we might live unto God: we 
now proceed to ſhew ; That it is :mpoſſible for 
fuch, who are alive to the law, as a covenant, 
to hve unto God in holy and acceptable obe- 
dience. Or, in other words, That while 'a 
man is looking to his own righteouſneſs, as 
the condition of his juſtification, he can per- 
form no works, that are truly god; no obe- 
dience, that is acceptable to God. — This po- 
ſition may appear range, and perhaps be 
deſpiſed by many, as highly abſurd. Not- 
withſtanding I am fully perſuaded, that it will 
be found, on impartial enquiry, to contain an 
important truth. And in proof of it, the 
' following things are offered to conſideration. 
Let us once more advert to thoſe empha- 
tical words, which have' furniſhed matter for 
the preceding ſections. For in them the truth 
we would now illuſtrate and confirm, is very 
plainly and ſtrongly implied. — Thus they 
read; For I through the law, am dead to the 
law, THAT I MIGHT b unto God. When 
an unerring writer aſſerts, I am dead to the 


law, 
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Jaw, that I might hve unto God; does he not 
ſignify, beyond all reaſonable doubt, that 
| while he was alive to the law, he could not 

| live to God? If the phraſe here uſed has any 

| ſenſe, or be uſed mi ag any propriety, it mult 


ſuggeſt that idea. If he night have lived to 


God, while he ſought righteouſneſs and life 


by the law, and before he was dead to it; 
what tolerable reaſon can be given for his 


thus ſpeaking ? And that the apoſtle had as 
good opportunities, and as great a zeal ſo to 
have done, as any other man, if ſuch a thin 


had been practicable, will not be diſputed. 


This, therefore, I humbly conceive, is no 
contemptible proof of the point. 


I be ſame infallible author, in another part 
of his invaluable writings, ſays; Wherefore, 


my brethren, ye alſo are become dead to the law, 
that ye ſhould be married to another, ever 
to Him jos 3 zs raiſed from the dead, THAT 
WE SHOULD BRING FORTH FRUIT UNTO 
Gor +. Here we are taught, that we muſt 
be dead to the law, before we can be married 
to Chriſt : and that we muſt be married to 
him, before we can bring forth fruit unto 


God.— The glorious end deſigned and the 
happy effect produced, by the believer's con- 
| jugal relation to Jeſus, are, that he ſhould. 


bring forth fruit unto God. That relation, 


- cher ants mult be prior to thus effect. And 


I Rom. vii. 4. 


1 
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it is quite evident from the text, that our 
being dead to the law, is previous to the com- 
mencement of that high and honourable re- 
lation *. And as children are called the fruit 
of the womb +, ſo the apoſtle intimates, that 
thoſe works which are acceptable to God, 
and which follow upon this relation taking 
place between Chi and the ſinner; may 
be compared to a legitimate offspring. Con- 
ſequently, the beſt works performed by us, 
before we are dead to the law and married to 
Jeſus, can be accounted no other than p. 
ri0us; and therefore rejected of God. 

In the ſame inſtructive paragraph it is ſaid; 
Now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead wherein awe were held; that we ſhould 
ſerve in newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs 
of the letter J. From the plain import of 
theſe words it appears; That the law muſt 
be dead to us, before we can be delivered from 
it. And that we muſt be delivered from it, 
before we can ſerve God in newneſs of fpirtt; 
acting from a new principle, and with new 
views, | having a new, right {ſpirit formed in 
us. But this is not the caſe of any who are 
alive to 'the law. They who are delivered 
from the law; they to whom the law is dead, 
and they only, are the happy perſons. 


„ö of thi believer's (hen e/Souſals to Obrilt, that "=P 
apoſtle here treats. 
+ Pfal. cxxvii. 3. 4 Rom. vi. 6. 
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That no man who is alive to the law can 
tive to God, will appear, if we conſider, that 
the /atg in which he lies, is a ſtate of con- 


demnation. For while alive to the law, he 


is under it as a covenant; and, as a breaker 
of it, 1s obnoxious to its condemning power. 
Being of the works of the law ; ſeeking juſti- 
fication by his own obedience in conformity 
to it, he is under the curſe ||. His perſon is 
accurſed, and his fate is damnable, according 
to the tenour of that law to which he looks 
for life. This is plain from the ſcripture.— 
If, then, his perſon be accurſed, his works can- 
not be accepted. If his fate, in the eye of 
the law, be that of a condemned rebel; his 
conduct cannot be ſuppoſed well- pleaſing, in 
the eye of the great Lawgiver. His ſtate 
muſt be good and his perfon accepted, before 
he can live to God, or glotify him in holy 

obedience. 5 6); 
Farther: No man can live to God, no 
man can perform acceptable obedience, while 
alive to the law, becauſe he has no vital union 
with Chriſt. While alive to the law, we are 
in unbelief. While in unbelief, we are in 
our natural ſtate. And while in our natural 
ſtate, we are enemies to God and children of 
wrath §; conſequently, have no vital union 


I Gal. iii. ro. 5 Rom. viii. 7. Col. i. 22, > Eph. 
. 3. John ili. 36. | | | 
G with 


98 We muſt be dead to the law, 

with Chriſt &. And that none who are deſti- 
tute of union with him, can do any good 
works, is clear from his own words. Without 
me; without union with me, ſimilar to that 
of the branch to the vine, ye can do nothing +. 
Ye can neither refiſt temptation ſucceſsfully, 
nor perform duty acceptably. Ye can bear 
no fruit to the glory of God. —Here our Lord 
informs us, that the human heart is never 
influenced by holy tempers; that the human 
life cannot be productive of good works, till 
a man be united to Chriſt ; any more than 
a branch can bear valuable fruit, while in a 
ſtate of ſeparation from the vine. And that 
ſo long as perſons continue in a ſtate of alie- 
nation from Jeſus, they, with all their per- 
formances, are like a broken, withered branch: 
fit for nothing but to be caſt into the fire and 
conſumed from the earth. Before we have 
a living union with the great Head of the 
church, we are not favoured with the aids of 
divine grace, nor partakers of the Holy Spirit. 
And, as it is the province of that ſacred 
Agent, to enlighten the dark underſtanding 


* That the choſen of God have union with Chriſt, 
prior to their regeneration, is readily granted. But then, 
I humbly conceive, whatever other epithets we may give 
that union, it cannot, with propriety, be called vital, till 


life be communicated to the dead ſinner; which is done 
in regeneration, Then it is, and not till then, that we 
become living branches in the true vine. Vid. WITsSII 
Animad. Iren. cap. 6. 5 1, 2, 3. N 
7 John xv. 5. ©) 
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and lead into all truth; ſo it is only by his 


aſſiſtance we can perform that which is good, 
or have the leaſt deſire ſo to do. According 
to that ſaying; For it is God which worketh 


in you, both to will and to do, of his good 


pleaſure x6 


Again: Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 


God ||. The faith deſigned, is the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
not ſeen. It is that by which the zuft live, 
and to which a divine righteouſheſs is revealed 
in the goſpel & It has the Son of God for 
its object, and ſalvation for its end *. But 
all who are alive to the law, are deſtitute of 
it.—This appears from hence: They who 
believe on Jeſus, believe on him as the ſuſti- 
fer of the ungodly +. They who are alive to 
the law, have no ſuch dependance. It is 


| 


directly contrary to their views and their in- 


clinations. They are ſeeking to eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs, and look for acceptance 
with God in that way. They overlook that 
proviſion which grace has made, for the 
entirely unworthy ; and deſpiſe that righte- 
ouſneſs which the Mediator wrought out, for 


the juſtification of the ungodly. Therefore, 


being deſtitute of that faith which puriſies the 
heart and works by love; being unbehevers, 
whoſe mind and conſtience are defiled, and to 


+ Philip. ii. 13. || Heb. xi. 6, 5 Heb. x. 38. 
Rom. i. 17 Sal. i. cc 1:Pet, i. 9. 
iv. 3% | | 
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whom nothing is pure ||; nothing they have, 

nothing they do, is acceptable to God. Con- 
ſequently, they cannot hve to him, or glorify 
his name. 

Once more: The "Mi of God being the prin- 
ciple, and the glory of God the end, of all ac- 
ceptable obedience; the man who does not act 
from that delightful principle, and with a 
view to this exalted end, cannot be ſaid to 
live unto. God. Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy 
God. Whatever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. But whoever is alive to the law, acts 

from a different principle, and aims at a dif- 
ferent end. Such a perſon may act from. ej 
love, or phariſaical pride; but he cannot act 
from love to his Maker, and with a view to 
his glory. As ignorant of God, he cannot 
love Him. As 3 in his natural ſtate, his carnal. 
mind is enmity againft him. Cleaving to the 
law for life, and depending on his own righ- | 
teouſneſs; he rebels againſt the goſpel, and 
flights the gracious Redeemer. —Does he ab- 
ſtain from an outward courſe of fin ? It is not 
becauſe he /ves holineſs, or from a ſenſe of 
the contrariety there is in fin to the perfections 
of the Deity, that he forbears to gratify his 
vicious appetites to the full extent of his, 
power ; but becauſe he is apprehenſive that, 
diſagreeable conſequences would follow upon 
ſuch a conduct. — Does he attend religious 
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ordinances ? It is not from love to their great 
Inſlitutor, or becauſe he delights in them as 
means of communion with God ; but becauſe 
he Joyes himſelf, and hopes, by obſerving the 
divine commands, to obtain favour at the 
great tribunal. Would his conſczence be eaſy 
and his hope of heaven continue, without 
theſe devotional ſervices ; he would drop them 
without heſitation, and leave their perform- 
ance to others. A /laviſh fear of hell, and 
a mercenary expectation of heaven; ſe/-love, 
and /e/f-preſervation ; are the main ſprings 
of his moral and religious conduct, and the 
end which he has in view. In certain ſitu- 
ations and connections in life, a regard to the 
decency and preſent uſefulneſs of a moral con- 
verfation, and an eſteem for a religious cha- 
racter, may bridle the baſer paſſions, and alſo 
excite to take up and maintain a religious 
profeſſion. But, whether we avoid fin and 
practiſe duty, with a view to 947ain the favour 
of heaven and eſcape everlaſting miſery; or 
whether it be with a deſign to gain the ad- 
vantages of a moral behaviour and the repu- 
tation of appearing religious; it is certain. 
that we are very far from lrotng to God. A 
real love to him, and a ſupreme concern for his 

glory, though effential to acceptable obedi- 
ence, are things with which we are not ac- 
uainted. — Hence we may ſafely conclude, 
that it is abſolutely neceflary, a man ſhould 
be dead to the law; ſhould drop all expeCta- 
| „ tions 
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tions of juſtification by his own obedience 
before he can /ive to God, in the performance 
of duty and the practice of real virtue. 
Hence we may learn, what numbers there 
are, who, with a blind zeal and ſelf-righteous 
views, ſtrongly aflert the neceſſity of human 
obedience, in order to acceptance with God, 
who are not able to perform any good works. 
They y, indeed, fondly imagine themſelves to 
be the greateſt friends to the intereſts of ho- 
lineſs, EE they are cloſely attached to 
the law, as a covenant. And as they loudly 
plead the neceſſity of living to God; fo they 
greatly pleaſe themſelves with a fancied obe- 
dience to his ſacred precepts: while the doc- 
trine of ſovereign grace; the declarations of 
a free Saviour and a finiſhed ſalvation, without 
their doings or delervings ; are held in de- 
teſtation by them. And why? Becauſe the 
ſuppoſe that ſuch doctrines received, ed 
make void the obligations of the law in every 
ſenſe, and ſap the foundations of all morality. 
Thus they gratify their native pride, under 
the fair pretext of a ſuperior regard to the 
law, and a flaming zeal for holineſs. —But, 
if the arguments already adduced be founded 
in truth, the vanity of ſuch a pretence is 
evident. For hence it appears, that the doc- 
trine of grace is ſo far from being licentious, 
that without an experimental acquaintance 
with it, we can do 20 good work, 'nor at all 


live to God. Till pollefled of ſuch an ac- 
gs — quaintance 
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quaintance with it, we have no \ faith | in Jeſus; I 
no /ove to our Maker; no defire to live to his 

glory. It 1s the goſpel, in the hand of the 
Spirit, by which faith is implanted and love 
produced in the heart. Theſe plants of 
| heavenly origin, grow, and flouriſh, and 
bring forth fruit, under its benign influences. 
It is the honoured inſtrument, in Jehovah's 
hand, for. enlightening the ignorant and re- 
forming the profligate. An experience of its 
power makes the ways of holineſs pleaſant, 
and the practice of duty delightful.— Ves, 
reader, the more you &#rzow of the glorious: 
goſpel, the more will you love its heavenly 
Author. So ſhall you find, by increaſing 
and happy experience, that as nothing in the 
world can be compared with it, for affording 
relief to a diſtreſſed conſtience ; ſo there is 
nothing equal to it, for eſtabliſhing duty on 
a. ſolid bafis—enforcing it by cogent motives— 
and directing it to a worthy end. | 
How glorious is your ſtate, believer! Your 
RP being accepted of God, your works 
are pleaſing to him. And a remembrance 
that your labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Tord, is a noble encouragement to abound ' 
and continue in well-doing. Your works of 
faith and labours of love, being fruits of a 
vital union with Jeſus, and evidences of a 
rode heart, are highly pleaſing to your 
| heavenly Father. Surely then, it ſhould be 
”y_ feryent defire and conſtant care, as a 
* living 
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ing branch in the true vine, to bear the 
moſt generous fruit in rich abundance.—0, 
believer! it is your happineſs to haye every 
z pardoned, and every curſe removed; to 
Se in the Son of God, and to enjoy com- 
munion with him, Penn it is, to {ove the 
Lord, and ſeek his glory; to perform duty 
by bvine aſſiſtance, and to have your pious 
ſervices and ſpiritual ſacrifices preſented by 
your great High-Prieſt. Yours is the high 
prerogative of living to God. Prize the pri- 
vilege : walk worthy of your exalted ſtation 
and heavenly calling. | 
As there are, comparatively, very few, 
who are capable of living to God; if you, 
reader, profeſs to be one of thoſe few, your 
obligations to obedience are many and un- 
Seakably great. And you will do well to 
remember, that to Falk of being poſſeſſed of 
ſuperior advantages for the practice of virtue, 
and at the fame time ve as do the world in 
common, is a great inconſiſtency. To pre- 
ted that you believe in Jeſus, are in a juſti- 
fied ſtate, and have delightful communion 
with the beſt of Beings— that you have a 
clear knowledge of divine truth, and a high 
efteem for the ordinances of Chriſt, in their 
primitive purity—to pretend to theſe very 
ſuperior advantages, while the only diſcern- 
üble difference between you and the world 
conſiſts, in your entertaining a different /e 
of ee, or having different forms- of 
external 
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before we can live to Gad. to z 
external worſhip, is monſtrous and ſhocking, 
If this be your caſe, your ſpeculative know- 

ledge of evangelical eee is ſadly abuſed. 
It is converted into fewel for your ſpiritual 
pride. While your conduct is a 1 — 

freproach to the name which you bear, and 
a foul diſgrace to the truths which you hold. 
In proportion as our light is clearer, and our 
advantages greater; our example ſhould be 
brighter, and our 7 ves more wen 
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E have already obſerved, that the moral 
law may be conſidered, either as the 
formula of the covenant of works, or as a rule 
of conduct. Under the former - conſideration 
we have ſhewn, that believers are dead to it, 
aid delivered from it; that it has no demands 
upon them, nor any ren over them. It 
now remains that we conſider it under its 
latter denomination. And here we ſhall en- 
deavour to prove, that as a rule of conduct, it 
deſerves and requires the ſincere and uninter- 
rupted regards of all who believe. 5 
That the law may be conſidered as the 
rule of our obedience in general, even when 
it ceaſes to have any claims upon us, or any 
threatenings againſt us, as a covenant ; is an 
e truth, and eaſy to be apprehended. 
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Some perſons, indeed, either cannot or will 
not ſee the moral law in any other light, than 
that of a covenant. And 1 imagine, that if we 
Joſe the idea of the reward it promiſes to per- 
fe& obedience, and of the curſe it denounces 
againſt tranſgreſſion, we loſe the idea of ths 
law itſelf. Conſequently they muſt main- 
tain, that when a perſon is delivered from it, 
as 4 covenant, he has no longer any concern 
with it, under any conſideration. But this 
is a great miſtake, and pregnant with dan- 
gerous conſequences. 

In order to ſet this matter in a clearer | 
light, it may be of uſe to obſerve: That the 
idea of the law, as a rule, 1s prior, in the 
order of nature, to our conceptions of the 
law, as a covenant. For, man being formed 
a reaſonable creature, and a ſubject of moral 
government; being deſigned to propagate his 
| ſpecies, and fitted for ſocial life; it was ne- 
ceſſary that he ſhould have a rule for his con- 
duct, and have the bounds of his duty pre- 
ſeribed. That he ſhould have ſuch a rule as 
included, both his duty to God and his duty 
to his fellow-creatures.—When we conſider 
mankind as a race of rational beings, their 
relation to the great Creator, and their rela- 
'tion one to another, ſeem neceſſarily to re- 
quire it. Such a rule we have in the moral 
law. And the nature of things required, 
that ſome ſuch rule, for the ſubſtance of it, 
ſhould have been given to our firſt parents in 
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aradiſe; even ſuppoſing the eternal Sove- 
reign Lad not been pleaſed to connect a pro- 
miſe of life, with a conformity to it. As 
creatures in a ſtate of probation, and as ac- 
countable to God for the uſe of their time 
and the exerciſe of their powers, it could not 
be otherwiſe.— To deny this, 1s to ſuppoſe, 
that Jehovah might have created a number of 
rational beings, in ſtrict connection one with 
another, and all in a ſtate of continual de- 
pendence upon himſelf; and at the ſame time, 
that it would have been conſiſtent with all his 
| perfections, to have had 120 regard to their 
conduct, whatever it might be, either to- 
wards himſelf or one to another: which 
would have excluded providence out of the 
world. 

But though it was neceſſary that our 
great progenitor, while in a ſtate of in- 
nocence, ſhould have a preſcription of duty, 
or a rule for his conduct; there was not, there 
could not be, any neceſſity ariſing from that 
relation in which he ſtood towards God, that 
this rule of his behaviour ſhould have ſuch 
additional circumſtances, as gave it the form 
of a covenant.— Vet this was actually the 
caſe. His bountiful Creator, not only in- 
formed him of his duty, and threatened pu- 


niſhment againſt diſobedience; but in the 


threatening itſelf, it was ſtrongly implied, 
that his perſevering obedience ſhould be re- 
warded with life, and a happy immortality. 


The 
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The language of that law which he was un- 
der, is; The man who doeth theſe things, who 
_ performs a perfect righteouſneſs, ſhall live in 
them. So our Lord, refering to the ſame law, 
fays; This do, and thou ſhalthve.--This promiſe, 
made to obedience, gives the law the nature 
and form of a covenant, This conſtitution, 
therefore, was an act of divine condeſcenſion 
and divine ſovereignty. Infinite juſtice made 
it neceſſary, that an offence againſt the Ma- 
jeſty of heaven ſhould be puniſbed; but the 
moſt perfect obedience of a creature, abſo- 
lutely and perpetually dependent upon the 
Creator, gives xo claim to any reward. If 
Adam had done all that was commanded, he 
muſt at laſt, Jeſus himſelf being judge, have 
been but an wnprofitable ſervant, Not the 
leaſt pittance of merit could have ariſen from 
. Bhere 1s, therefore, a conceivable, a real, 
an important difference, between the law, as 
a covenant, and the ſame law as a rule. And, 
as in the order of nature, and in the neceflary 
connections and dependencies of things, the 
idea of it as a rule, is prior to that of a cove- 
nant; ſo there is not the leaſt abſurdity in 

ſuppoſing, that it may entirely ceaſe to the 
believer, in reſpect to the perfect, perſonal 
obedience it requires, as the condition of life, 
and the curſe it annexes to every ſin; while 
it continues in fu] force, as the rule of his 
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That the moral law is a rule of conduct 
to believers, may be proved by various argu- 
ments. Some few of the many which might 
be produced, I ſhall now offer to the reader's 
 conſideration.—Pax/, we find, even in that 
very chapter where he treats the moſt largely 
and explicitly, concerning belieyers being 
dead to the law, and the law being dead to- 
them; aſſerts with reſpect to himſelf, I de/zgbt 
in the law of God, after the inward man &.— 
Nou, whatever law that is which he here 
deſigns, he informs us that he delighted in 
it after the inward man. By the inward 
man, is not meant the /ou/, in contradiſtinc- 
tion to the body ; but the mind, conſidered as 
renewed, in oppoſition to the corruption of 
nature, {till inherent. —This- law, therefore, 
cannot be that which is ceremomal ; for that 
was abrogated by the death of Chriſt. Nor 
can it be the law of n; for that was his 
reateſt burden, as appears from the context. 
Nor can it be the law of his ind; or that 
new and holy. diſpoſition, which was im- 
planted in his heart in regeneration ; for then 
the ſenſe would be; © I delight in the new 
« diſpoſition of my mind, after my renewed ' 
« mind.” Nor can it be the moral law, as 
a. covenant; for to it he deelares, he was 
dead.—It remains then, that it muſt be the 
moral law, as the rule of his obedience to 


God. 
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God. In the law, thus conſidered, he greatly | 
delighted. He ſaw that it was holy, and juft, 
and good. That fervent love which he had 
to his God; that /ncere affection which he 
had to his neighbour ; cauſed him to eſteem 
it highly, and to obſerve it with diligence: 
And whoever is poſſeſſed of that holy and 
heavenly principle, cannot but love that law 
which requires the conſtant exerciſe of it 4. 
In another part of the fame epiſtle, he 
evidently exhorts his believing correſpondents 
to the practice of duty, by ſetting before them 
the precepts and prohibitions of the moral 
law. Theſe are his words : Owe no man any 
thing, but to love one- another : for he that 
toveth another, hath fulfilled the law. For 
 #his, Thou ſhalt not commit adultery : Thou 
Halt not hill : Thou ſhalt not ſteal : Thou ſhalt 
not bear falſe witneſs : Thou ſhalt not covet - 
And if there be any other commandment, it is 
briefly  comprehended in this ſaying, namely, 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. Love 
worketh no ill to his netghbour : therefore love 
zs the fulfilling of the law *. Now to what 
purpoſe does this infallible teacher make uſe 
of theſe precepts and prohibitions, and that 
in the very language of the decalogue, 
when exhorting behevers to good works, 
if they have nothing to do with the law? 
Where is the propriety, where is the reaſort 
+ See alſo verſe 25. So. then, with the mind, I myſelf 
ſerve the law of God. * Rom, xiii. 8, 9, 10. 
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of his ſo doing, on ſuppoſition that it is 201 
the rule of their conduct? For no one, ac- 
quainted with the goſpel, can imagine that | 
he is here urging the law u pon them as a cove- | 

nant of works. And there is no other light 6 
in which to conſider it, if it is denied to be 

a a rule of life.— I conclude therefore, that the 
inſpired author has here taught us, in a very . 
emphatical manner, that the law is a rule of 

1. conduct to believers. 

The ſame experienced faint and incom- 
parable man, when writing to the church at 
Epheſus, ſays; Children obey your parents in 
the Lord, for this is right, This exhortation 
he enforces, by adding ; Honour thy father 
and mother {which are the words of the law, 
and 7he firſs commandment with promiſe f. — 
Nov is it not range, exceeding ſtrange, that 
the apoſtle ſhould thus refer to the law and 
expreſsly mention its precepts, when exhort- 
ing the people of God to perform their re- 
ſpective duties; and that he ſhould do it, 
not only once but repeatedly, and to different 
churches I; if he did not. conſider it as the 
rule of their conduct? If the moral law had 
been entirely abrogated; if believers had been 
freed from all concern with it; he muſt have 
known it. And if he did abe it, methinks 

it is abſolutely unaccountable that he ſhould, 
in this manner, make uſe of it and urge its 
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facred injunctions, when writing to a church 
of Chrilt called out from among the Gentiles. 

What! was the Lord's ambaſſador fo nuch 
at a loſs for motives and arguments to enforce 
his divine Maſter's commands, even on the 
minds of thoſe who were in profeſſed ſub- 
jection to him, that he muſt, in order to gain 
his point, make uſe of an antiquated law? a law 
_ with which they had 20 concern? That was 
far from him. The thought be far from us. 
That firſt-rate minifter, in the Meſſiah's 

kingdom, was well perſuaded, that the holy 
hw was a rule for the conduct of chriſtians. 
The glorious Surety having paid it the higheſt 
reſpect, in performing that perfect obedience 
which it required, and in ſuffering the dread- 
ful penalty it threatened, as a covenanit ; he 
knew that it deſerved the moſt ſincere and 
uninterrupted regard, from all who profeſs 
to believe in Jeſus, in their whole conver- 
ſation. Without ſuppoſing this, I muſt freely 
confeſs, that I can diſcern neither fenſe nor 
propriety in his thus making uſe of it, when 
addreſſing believers. 

We have a teſtimony to the truth for which 

we plead, from the pen of another apoſtle : 
which, as it appears pertinent to our purpoſe, 
may be briefly conſidered. James, in perfect 

agreement with his brother Paul, ſays; 7 
ye fulfil the royal law, according to the ferrp- 
lere, 7 hou ft ue thy OY as thyſelf, 
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ye do well ||. —That it is the oral law, of 
which he ſpeaks, cannot admit of a doubt. 
For he expreſsly mentions one of its prin- 

cipal commands. Now ſays he, F ye be. 
lievers, fulfil the royal law of love one to 
another, without any difference of rich and 
poor, of high and low; according to the ſerip- 
ture, in which it is written, Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thyſelf, ye do well. Ve act 
agreeably to the will of your heavenly Father, 
and the commandment of your Lord, who 1s 
king in Zion. Ads of chriſtian kindneſs and 
brotherly love, to your fellow- creatures and 
fellow- chriſtians, proceeding from love to 
God and with a view to his glory, are good 
works; ſuch as the Lord himſelf will ac- 
knowledge to be well done.—Here we may 
farther obſerve, that in loving our neighbour, 
and in evidencing that love by a ſuitable ſeries | 
of action; we ought to have our eye upon 
that authority which enjoins it, and that Jaw 
which requires it. It is the authority of God 
in his law, which we ought to regard. ——I 
now proceed to confirm the truth, by other 
conſiderations.” 27 TEES 
I the moral law be got a rule of conduct 
to believers, either there is ſome other, and 
a new rule given in its ſtead, or there is not. 
If there be another, it may be preſumed, that 
it is either more or leſs perſect than that con- 
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tained in the moral law, But more perfect 
it cannot be, without ſuppoſing chat the old, 
the eternal law, was imperfect ; to ſuppoſe 
which, is blaſphemouſly abſurd. — -If it be 
leſs perfect, the conſequence is plain. It is 
not a complete ſyſtem of duty. It admits 
of imperfections. It conniyes at fin, To ima- 
gine that infinite wiſdom would contrive, and 
chat infinite holineſs would giye, Juch a rule 
for the conduct of rational creatures; is abſo- 
lately inconſiſtent with the divine character, 
and pregnant with blaſphemy, Such a rule 
J therefore, condemns itſelf, and ſinks with its 
| on weight. —But if there be 'nor another, 
bdbben it follows by neceſſary conſequence, that 
I! as thete is 0 rule to regulate the conduct of 
[! believers, they can neither obey nor diſobey. 
# Sin and duty, as to them, are unmeaning 
names and empty ſounds. For obedience 
=: ſuppoles a command. Anda it is equally. 
1 "ent; that where there is no ldaw, no rule 
5 f Action, there can be 10 tranſgreſſion. r 
Again: I ſuppoſe it will not be ; Ps by 
= any who ackpowledge the Bible to contain 
2 divine reyelation, that the faints and people 
of God under the ancient Je wiſb economy, 
were bound to regard the majial law ag the 
It rule of their conduct, Vet it is evident, they 
lf were no more under it, as a covenant, nor 
1 any more obnoxious tp its cgſe, than: real 
__ chriſtians under the 9 dit} etifation. They 
d Meſſiah before 
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be appeared; were pardotied and juſtified, 
were ſanctified and ſaved; and all this by the 
fame rich grace; and the ſame all- ſufficient 
Mediator, with all who have known the Lord 
ſince the eternal Word became incarnate. 
The way of juſtification ind falvation, having 


* but one and preciſely the ſame, in all 


es. — If, then, thoſe ancient ſaints were 
Pound to regard the law, as the rule of their 
moral behaviour; what ſlifficient reaſon can. 
be given, why believers now ſhould not be 
under the ſame obligation? Eſpecially fince 
our Lord has in the moſt ſolemn manner 
declared, that he came not 76 deſtroy, but to 
Fulfil the law. To fulfil it, as a covenant, by 
his own conſummate obedience, and by his 
moſt bitter ſufferings in the ſtead of his people: 
and to enforce on their minds, by the moft 
 Togent motives, its heavenly precepts, as 4 
perfect rule of duty. So that whether we 


conſider the law as a rule of bog or as a 


. covenant. of works; it is not made void b 


the coming of Chriſt, or the doctrine of 


20e : but, on the contrary, it 1s firmly eſta- 
_ bl;fhed, and highly mag; ified §. 

__ Farther: If believers be not under the 
commanding power of the law, ſuppoſing them 
to act ever ſo contrary to it, they are not 
_ chargeable with ſinning againſt it, nor can they 


be denominated tranſgrefſors of t.—F or in- 
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ſtance : The law ſays, Thou ſhalt love Gall 
with a ſupreme and penfecti affection. Thou 
| ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. Theſe are 
its capital commands: 5. are the ſum of 
the law. But, if the law be not a rule of con- 
duct to the chriſtian ; ; if he be not under its 
commanding power; he is no longer obliged by 
it to love either God or his neighbour. Con- 
ently, on ſuppoſition that 15 love neither 
of them, he is not gulliy in the eye of the 
| law, or in the leaſt a breaker of it. F or 
= where, there is no. legal right to command, 
there can be no authority to pronounce guilty. 
Therefore, if the. believer be not. under the 
E | commanding power of the law, whatever the 
* diſpofitions of his heart, or the actions of his 
| | life may be; he is no tranſgreffor of the law, 
it having no concern at all with him.—Such 
are. the ſhocking abſurdities, and ſuch the 
abominable blaſp emy, which follow a denial 
if; the truth for which we contend. 
Once more: We may argue from the er- 
N. 9 of the chr iſtian and the diffates of 
his own. conſcience.. When he reflects on 
the h of his heart, the imperfections 
cod his duties, and the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 
Wl ' fin; what is the ſtandard by which he forms 
_| eſtimate of theſe. things © Some rule of. 
duty he muſt have. | Some rule he muſt, in 
his own conſcience, acknowledge; or he can 
never judge of the diſpoſitions of his heart 
and tc actions of his * ſo as to 1 
them 
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them either good or evil, perfect or defeQive; 
and be pained or pleaſed on the reflection. | 
And what rule can this be, but the moral. | 
law? Is it not a complete one, and fit for | 

the purpoſe ? Is there any ſin, which is not | 
forbidden; is there any duty; which is not | 
commanded, by that law which requires the | 
conſtant exerciſe of perfect love to God, and | 
perfect love to man? Can the believer ever 
acquit himſelf, in the court of his own con- 
ſeience, when he 1s perſuaded that his tempers 
or actions are contrary to it? Or does he ever 
condemn them as criminal, but on a ſup- 
poſition that there is ſomething in them that 
is forbidden by it? Was it ever known that 
any chriſtian ſhould ſay, of his inclinations 
or actions; “ I pronounce theſe to be evi, 
„ though required by the moral law; and 1 
« declare thoſe to be good, though contrary 
to it? We are e by an infallible 
en, that by the law is the Rnowledge of fin: 
Nor is its uſefulneſs, in this reſpect, confined: 
to the time when a ſinner is firſt awakened 
and converted. It is of uſe, in the hand of 
the Spirit, in all the future progreſs of the 
chriſtian life. As the believer grows in grace, 
he ſees more and more of its purity and ſpi- 
rituality, and is proportionably humbled, 
under a ſenſę of his own depravity and im- 
perfections. If, then, it be of uſe to a be- 
liever, ſtill to convince of ſin and ſtill to 
humble for it; and if fin be no other than a 
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tranſgreſton of of the law; it follows, chat it 
muſt be the Ao of his conduct. 
L.aſtly: The law, conſidered as anal; is 
founded on the nature of things. The fub-| 
lime perfeB#ions of Jehovah, and the relation 
he ſtands in to man, as being his Creator 
and Preſerver; the dependent condition of 
man, and the 3¹ efiings he receives from his 
Maker; conſtitute that foundation on which 
the law, is built, as it reſpects our duty to 
God, in the exerciſe of perfect love, and the 
performance of holy worſhip. And as the 
law reſpects our duty to our neighbour, it is 
founded on that mutual relation, which we 
ſtand in one to another, in the preſent ſtate: 
of - exiſtence. — In, proportion, therefore, to 
the fability of that foundation, on which the 
law Jis built; fo, is the law itſelf. If thoſe 
relations, from whence all our obligations to 
God and one to another ariſe, be firm and- 
| unchangeable ; Such alſo muſt be the ob/iga-, 
font themſelves. The ſeveral relations 1 
obligations, co-exiſt.— This being the caſe, 
it follqws by negeſſary 3 That 
While Goo. is poſſeſſed of abſolute ber- 
¶Jeckion, and man a dependent being; while 
_ God is God, and man is man g that law Which 
requires perfect love to our Maker, is immu- 
table, And, ſo long as our relation one to 
another continues the fame; it cannot but be 
the duty of every one, to love his neighbour 
Gs he. Joves Binnlelf. And as far as we come 
RENTED | nor 
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ſhort in either of theſe reſpects, ſo. far we 
come ſhort in the performance of our duty, 
and are char geable with ſin. From what has 
been offered, in proof of the point, I humbly 
conceive we may ſafely conclude, that 2h 
moral [aw is, and cannot _ be, a rule of com. 
duct 10 believers. © 

It muſt indeed, be acknowledged, that 2 
complete conformity to this high and heavenly 
rule, is what the moſt Holy and zealous be- 

- hever cannot attain. perfect, perſonal ho- 
| lineſs, is not — — mortals. For, 
we ſay that we haue no fin, Joe deceiueourfelver, 
And the truth is nat in us. —Notwithſtan 
the law is no leſs the ſtandard of duty; is ns 
leſs. the rule by which we ought to walk; 
than if we could obſerve it wi h the greateſt | 
punctuality. And every one, who pretends 
to faith in Jeſus, ought to exert his beſt eu- 
deavours, and uſe his utmoſt diligence, that 
both his tempers and actions may correſpe 
with it, as much as poſſible. This is 
bounden duty: and this, if a real c 
will be his „incere deſire. 
For the true believer has to 
it, mor any fears en thus conſider "0 
It is no longer 4 fiery law, thundering out 
anathemas, and flaſhing 3 
him. - No; it is mild and gentle.— He ſees 
that its precepts are highly falutary, and its 
probibitions exactly right. He would not with 
7 vis hem altered. Love to 1 and Jove 
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t our nei gBbur, are a compendium of its 


1 7 Ad in the exerciſe of that love, 


& deſtres to abound: As to its probibitiotis, 
he knows that the things forbidden would be 
an injury to him, were they purſued ; there» 
fore he eſteems it his happineſs to abſtain 
from them. That new diſpoſition he received 
in his regeneration, inclines him to love God 


and delight in his law, as pure and holy. 
The goſpel furniſhes him with the ſtrongeſt 


arguments and moſt winning motives, to 


abound in obedience ; while it is his earneſt 
prayer, that the Spirit of grace would afford 
effectual aſſiſtance, for the performance of it. 


And it is his preateſt grief, that he does not 


more conſtantly and more perfectly tranſcribe 

the ſacred precepts into his conduct, and cauſe 

them to ſhine in his own example. ee 
Beſides; the believer beholds the law— 


1 not in the hands of Moſes, and as ſurrounded 
with the flames of Sma;—but in the hands 


of that prince of peace, who is king in Zion. 


He fees that the dear, the adorable, the aſs 


cended Jeſus ; ; having fulfilled its high de- 


Mmarids, as a covenant, and releaſed him from 


Its awful curſe; now makes uſe of it as an 


Inſtrument of bis benign government, for the 


good of the redeemed, and the glory of his 


own eternal name. As in the hand of Chriſt, . 


it is a friend and a guide, pointing out the 
1 | ought to walk, ſo. 
as to 1 his n to God for his 
| n 
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henefits, and glorify the Lord his Redeemer. 
And, at the fame time, it ſhews him how 
zmperfett his own obedience is; and ſo is a 
happy mean of keeping him humble at the 


foot of ſovereign grace, and entirely depen- 


dent on the righteouſneſs of his glorious 


Sponſor. 12511 
And now, to draw towards a cloſe: What 
think you, reader, of the law, as @ rule 
conduci ? Is it pleaſant, is at delightful = 
you in vain you profeſs to know the glo- 


rious Rahe! while you continue an enemy 


to the holy law. For as the law, in its cove- 

nant-form, is the appointed mean of con- 
vincing the careleſs finner of his need of that 
righteouſneſs which 1s revealed in the goſpel, 
for the juſtification of his perſon before God: 
ſo the oſpel, bringing adequate relief to the 


diſtreſſed conſcience, is the happy inſtrument 


of conciliating the believer's regards to the 
law, as a rule of conduct, that his faith may 


be evidenced in the ſight of men. Thus the 
law and the goſpel are mutually ſubſervient 
to each other; while both agree to promote 


the happineſs of the redeemed, and the glory 
of their divine Author. dh, hy he whe 


does not pay an habitual regard to the law, | 


in the way of obedience; has no experience 


-of the goſpel, in a way of comfort. And as 


he tramples on that divine authority, which 


ſhines in the former; lo he dep 2 that 


boundleſs Srace, e 18 ; revealed in the 


latter. 
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latter. Such an one is an enemy to both, 
and his ſtate is moſt deplorable. _* 

Remember, reader, that you may talk as 
1 mack as you pleaſe, about the holy tendency 
of evangelical principles; but the adverſaries 
of the goſpel will never believe you, if they do 
not ſee the truth of what you ſay, exem- 
Plified in your own conduct. The language 


of thoſe obſervations they make on your con- 
verſation, is; “ You who talk with ſuch 


„ fluency and confidence about the doctrines 
of grace, and the neceſſity of faith ; let 
us fee what influence theſe doctrines have 
on your on tempers and your own beha- 
e viour? She w us your faith by your works!“ 
his is a reaſonable demand. They ar 

authorized to make it. And wo be to char 
profeſſor of evangelical truth, who cannot, 


* 


BY Are you a believer in Jeſus? one who #nows 
ate 


2he grate of God in truth ? Vou have the 
- pureſt and ftrongeſt motives imaginable, to 
. cauſe you to regard the law. Has the SON 
of the 'Hr6HesT done all that you were 
bound to perform, as the condition of life; 


and ſuffered all that you were condemned to | 


ſuſtain, as the penalty annexed to diſobedi- 


ence? Has He done and ſuffered all this ian 


in ſome meaſure, fatisfy it! For, if his con- 
duct be not, in ſome degree, anſwerable to 
_ his profeſſion, he will ſoon be treated as one 
of po © a enemies to Chriſt and his 


* 


of your God. Amen. 
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your flead, and on purpoſe that he might pro- 
cure a full, final, and everlaſtin Aura 
for you, a poor damnable ſinner Has He 
expreſſed his regard to the law, as a covenant, 
not in words but in deeds ; in ſuch deeds as 
aſtoniſhed the univerſe ? and ſhall you be 


backward to manifeſt your love to the law, 


as a rule of duty, by a ferious, holy, hea- 
5 venly conduct? Did HE, whom angels adore, 
obey, and bleed, and die; die the moſt ac- 


curſed death, that the 3 of the law 


might be all anſwered? and ſhall it ſeem 


hard to you, to deny yourſelf, to ſubdue 
your luſts, and walk by this heavenly xule? 


Is it the general and popular clamour ö 


againſt the free and genuine goſpel, that it 
% makes void the law?” and ſhall it not be 


your conſtant buſineſs and fervent prayer, ſo 


to obſerve thoſe ſacred precepts, as to be a 

anding confutation of that vile ſlander ? Do 
not reaſon and conſcience, ſcripture and ex- 
perience, all concur to ſhew the expediency, 


the utility, the neceſſity > of conforming your 


life to the law, as a rule ?—O, behever ! 
yours is the happy ſtate ; let yours be the holy 
life. Let it appear, that though dead to the 
law, as a covenant, you abbor the things it 
forbids, and delight in the things it com- 


mands. Then ſhall you ſtop the mouths of 


gainſayers; then ſhall you glorify 


. 
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